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Chair Adkison, I would appreciate a response.

City Clerk, Please forward this to the VITF and include it in the public comments record for
the VITF.

I submitted information on commercial tourism permitting to the VITF on May 20, 2026. Due
to an apparent error in forwarding, the VITF did not receive my email in advance of their next
meeting; however, it has long been included in the public comments on the VITF website. I
am resharing below for your convenience.

Commercial tour permitting could address a myriad of issues relating to impacts of
commercial tours on residents. It is in use in Haines and has survived at least one legal
challenge and plenty of use that resulted in applications being denied and modified. It applies
to tours, and has applicability to helicopter tours and boat tours.

I’ve listened in on every VITF meeting and heard no meaningful discussion on this
management tool (nor have I seen any other broad management tools presented to address
adverse impacts to residents), and see nothing on the upcoming agendas. 

I hope this reflects an oversight on the part of the committee and staff, and not an intentional
choice to not evaluate this management tool.

Regards,

Karla Hart
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