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A PHOPOSh'D CHARTER FOR TE3 
CITY OF JUNEAU 

CHARTER OF THE CITY OF JUNEAU, ,ALASKA 

PREAKBU 

We, the people of the City of Juneau, exercising the powers of home 
m l e  granted t o  us by the constitution an6 raws of the State  of Alaska, 
i n  order t o  provide f o r  more ef f ic ien t ,  adequate and economi~ill govern- 

, ntent, do hereby ordain, r a t i f y  and establ ish tkis Charter of the City of 
Juneau, Alaska. 

A13TZCrn 1. 
INCORPORATION, FORM OF GO-, 

POWERS, IIVTmRETATIOM_ 

Inco;rporation 
, Section 1-1. The City of Juneau, Alaska, eha l l  continue t o  be a 

municipal body po l i t i c  and corporate i n  perpetuity under the  name of 
the ttGity of Juneau, Alaska". It sha l l  succeed t o  as8 possessa a l l  the 
property, r ights ,  privileges, franchisee, powers and immunities now 
belonging t o  the corporation known as the City of Juneau, Alaska; andl 
sha l l  be l i ab le  fo r  a l l  debts and other obligations f o r  which the 
coxpora%ion i s  legal ly  bound a t  the time t h i s  charter goes in to  effec%- 

Boundaries 
Section 1-2. The boundaries of the c i t y  as they ex i s t  a t  the t i m e  

this charter goes in to  effect ,  sha l l  remain the  boundaries of the c i t y  
u n t i l  they are  changed i n  a manner authorized or  permitted by the s t a t e  
consti tution and/or l a w .  

Form ,of Government 
Section 1-3. The municipal government provided by this charter 

s h a l l  be known as  the "council-manager government". A 1 1  powers of the 
c i t y  s h a l l  be exercised i n  the manner prescribed by tktls charter, or, if 
the manner i s  not thus prescribed, then i n  such manner as the council' 
may prescribe by ordinance. 

Powers of the City 
Section 1-4. The City of Juneau, Alaska, sha l l  have a l l  the powers, 

.functions, r ights,  privileges, franchises and lmun i t i e s  of every name 
and,nature whatever, which a home-rule c i t y  m y  have under the consti- 
tut ion and. laws of the State  of Alaska. The c l t y  may exercise a l l  
legis lat ive powers not prohibited by law or  by th f s  chmter .  

The enumeration or  mention of par t icular  powers by t h i s  charter 



sha l l  not be deemed t o  be exclusive or  limiting; and i n  addition t o  the 
powers enumerated or mentioned herein or implied hereby, the c i t y  sha l l  
have a11 powers whicb, under the s t a t e  consti-bution and law,  it would be' 
competent f o r  t h i s  charter specif ical ly  t o  enumerate or mention. 

Applicability of State  Law 
Section 1-5. Provisions of s t a t e  law relati% t o  matters which may 

be regulated by home-rule c i t i e s ,  shall be i n  effect  i n  this c i t y  only - 
insofar as they axe applicable and are  not superseded by t h i s  charter or  
b ST, ordinance. 

Interpretation -- Definitions 
Section 1-6. (1) When used i n  this charter, the  singular nmiber 

, inpludes the plural,  and the p lura l  the singulax, and themasculine 
gepder includes the feminine and neuter, unless the c o ~ t e x t  c lear ly indi- 
cates otherwise. 

(2) When the word "city" i s  used in t h i s  charter, it s h a l l  Bean the 
City of Juneau, Alaska, unless the context e lea~rly indicates another 
mewing. 

(3)  When the word "personff is  used i n  t h i s  charter, it sha l l  mean 
an a ~ ~ o c i a t i o n ,  f i m  and corporation as  well as m individual, unless the  
context c lear ly indicates otherwise. 

(4) When the word "published" o r  "publicationr7 i s  used i n  t h i s  
charter, it sha l l  mean published or publication i n  a newspaper of general 
c i rculat ion within the  c l t y  a t  l eas t  one time; provided tha t  the council 
by resolution may f ind  and declare tha t  the publication of any part icular  
ordinance, notice or document i n  such a newspaper i s  very impracticable 
or impossible under the circumstances then existing, and provide instead 
that the ordinwee, notice or  document sha l l  be published by posting a 
copy i n  each of a t  l eas t  t e n  conspicuous public places i n  the c i ty .  I n  
a l l  such cases of publication by posting, the c l t y  elerk s h a l l  provide 
any person a copy of the ordinance, notice or  document posted, on request, 
without chaxge, at any time within two months af%er the posting. 

ARTICZEl 11. TRE COUNCIL 

CouncLlmen: Nwiber, Qualifications 
Section 2-1. There sW1 be a council of seven members, which 

sha l l  consist of the mayor, who sha l l  be an ax off ic io  councilman, and 
six other councilmen. Only qualified voters of the c i t y  who, at the t i m e  
of t h e i r  election o r  choice t o  f i l l  a vacaslcy, w e  at leas% kwenty-one 
years old and have resided within the c i t y  a t  l eas t  three years, sha l l  
be qualified fox the off ices  of mayor and comciEmem. No coun@i3mm may 
hold any off ice ox position In  the c i t y  government by appointment by the 
c i t y  manager. I f  the mayor or any other councihan ceases t o  be a res i -  
dent of t h i s  c i ty ,  he sha l l  thereupon cease t o  hold office.  

Mayor and Vice Mayor 
Seotion 2-2. The: mayor sha l l  preside a t  meetings of the council, 

and sha l l  cextify the passage of a l l  ordinances and resolutions passed by 
it. He sha l l  be rcoognized as head of the c i t y  goverment f o r  a l l  



ceremonial purposes and by the governor fo r  purposes of mili tary law. As 
ex oif"icio councilman, he sha l l  have a l l  powers, r ights,  privileges, 
duties and rssponsibi l i t ies  of councilmen, inclucking %he r ight  t o  vote on 
questions. He sha l l  have no regular administrative duties except tha t  he! 
shall sign such written obligations of the c i t y  a s  the council m y  re- 
quire. If a vacancy occur i n  the of l ice  of' mayor, the council shal; 
e lect  a qualified peroon, who may or may not already be a councihar~ 8% 

the time, t o  be mayor f o r  completion of the unexpired t e r n  or u n t i l  the 
vacancy i s  f i l l e d  by election. 

A t  the f i r s t  meeting af ter  the time prescribed f o r  the beginning of 
the terns  of newly elected councilmen or. as soon thereaf ter  as prwt lca-  
ble,  the counail sha l l  e lec t  one of i ts  members vice mayor, who shall 
serve as such u n t i l  the next such first meeting. The vice mayor s h d l  
act  as mayor during the absence o r  d i sab i l i t y  of' the mayor, or, i f  EL 

vacancy occur i n  the off3ice of mayor, until mother  mayor i s  elected by 
the council and qualifies.  Ei the offiee of vice mayor becomes vacmt,  
the council shall, e l ec t  from i t s  members mother vice myos fo r  com- 
pletion of the unexpired tern. 

Councilnen: Compensation 
Section 2-13. The compensation of the mayor and other councilmen 

shall be detemined by a nonemrgency o r  i n i t i a t e d  ordinance; but no 
increase o r  decrease i n  the compensation,except when made by ordinance 
enacted by the qualified voters by In i t ia t ive ,  sha l l  become effect ive 
u n t i l  a f t e r  a regular a i t y  election i s  held. The mayor wd other council- 
men sha l l  not receive my other compensation f o r  any service rendered 
the ci ty ,  but may be reimbursed f o r  expenses incurred i n  the dischwge of 
their o f f i c i a l  duties.  TMs section shall. not affect the  compensation 
which a member of the council may receive as a member of the borough 
assembly. 

Council: Powers 
Section 2-4. Except as o t h e m i ~ e  provided i n  this charter, a l l  

powers of the ei ty ,  ineluding the determination of a11 matters of policy, 
sha l l  be vested i n  the council. Gdithou-t l imitat ion of the foregoing, 
t he  council sha l l  have power: 

(1)  To appoint and remove the e i t y  manager as provided i n  t h i s  
eh&er; 

(2)  By ordinance t o  enact leg is la t ion  re la t ing  t o  say or  a l l  sub- 
Sects md matters not prohibited by law or  t M s  charter; 

(3)  To adopt the budget, r a i se  revenue and make appropriations, 
and regulate sa la r ies  and wages, and a11 other fiscal. a f f a i r s  of: the city;  

(4) To i n q a r e  in to  the conduct of any office,  degartm@nt or  agency 
of the ci ty ,  and investigate municipal a f fa i r s ;  

( 5 )  To appoint or  e l ec t  and remove I ts  own subordinates, the per- 
sonnel i n  the c i t y  attorney's office, election personnel, the members of 
a l l  quasi-legislative, quasi-JudiciaJ or  advisory boards and commissions, 
md other quasi-leg1 d a t i v e ,  quasi-Judicial or  atlvisory of f i c e r s  and 
authorit ies,  now or  when and i f  established, or prescr=Pbe the method of 
appointing or  electing and removing them; 

(6) To create, change aad abolish a11 off ices ,  departments and 
q e n c i e s  of' the c i t y  government other thm %he offices,  departments a d  



agencies created by t h i s  charter; and t o  assign additional powers, duties 
and functions t o  offices, departments and, agenciea created by t h i s  
charter, 

Council not t o  Interfere  i n  Appointments m d  Removals 
Section 2-5. Neither the council, the mayor nor any of i t s  other 

msmbers may d i rec t  or  request the appointment of" any person to, or   hi^ 
removal from, off ice or employment by the c i  ty mnager or by any other 
authority, or, except a s  provided i n  %bins charter, paY;ticipate i n  any 
manner i n  the appointment or  removal of off icers  and employees of' the 
ci ty .  Except fo r  the purpos3e of inqyky, the council, the mayor and i t s  
other members sha l l  deal w i t h  the administrative service solely through 
the c i t y  manager; and neither the council, the m y o r  nor m y  other mem- 
ber thereof may give orders on administra-tive matters t o  .my subordinate 
of the c i t y  manager ef ther  publicly or privately- 

City @lerk t o  Be Clerical Q%f5cer of Council, e tc .  
Section 2-6. The c i t y  clerk, hereinafter provided for ,  shall. a l so  

serve a s  c l e r i ca l  of f icer  of the kounci 1. He ~ G a l 1  keep thk Journal of 
the proceedings of the council, and s h a l l  enro l l  i n  a book o r  books kept 
fo r  the purpose a l l  ordinances and reaolutione passed by it. He sha l l  
be custodian of such documents, records and archives a5 nay be provided 
by law or  ordinance; s h a l l  be custodian of %ha sea l  of the city,  and 
sha l l  a t t e s t ,  and a f f i x  the sea l  to, docurments when required i n  aecord- 
ance with t h i s  charter, l a w  o r  ordinance; and s h a l l  keep a correct and 
up-to-date record, of the c i t y  boundaries and changes therein, 

Council; Meetings 
Section 2-17. The ~ o u n c i l  sha l l  hold at l e a s t  one regular meeting 

every month a t  such time or  times as S t  may prescribe by ordinance, 
resolution or  m l e s  of the coun.ci1. The myor  QT any four colanciZmen 
may c a l l  special  meetingso A l l  meetings of the council sha l l  be open t o  
the public, and the journal of i t s  proceedings sha l l  be open t o  public 
insp@ction; but committees of %he council, including the cormnittee of 

. the &ole, m y  hold private meetings* 

Council: Absences t o  Terminate Membership 
Section 2-8, I f  the mayor or any other councilman sha l l  be absent 

from more than one-half of a l l  the meetings of the council, regular and 
special, held within any period of s ix  consecutive calendar months, he 
sha l l  thereupon cease to  hold office,  

Councilmen; Removal 
Section 2-9, The mayor or  any other c o u n c i m  may be re~oved from 

office f o r  any cause specified by applicable s t a t e  law for  the removal 
of officers, and i n  the manner prescribed thereby, o r  by r e c a l l  as pro- 
vided i n  t h i s  charter. 

Gouncil: Vacancies 
Section 2-10* The council, by majority vote of i t s  remaining men- 

bers, sha l l  f i l l  vacancies i n  i t s  om membership, including a vacancy i n  
the off ice of myor, t o  serve for t h e  unexpired terms or  u n t i l  t h e  



vacancies a re  f i l l e d  a t  elections ae provided herein; provided that, i f  
the number of vacancies is such tha t  the c o ~ l ~ l c i l  no longer has enough 
members t o  constitute a quorum, then the governor sha l l  appoint the Mni-  
mum nmber of counci h e n  required to enable the council t o  have a quorun, 

If a vacancy oecuss before the beginning of a regular f i l i n g  perfod 
f o r  candidates f o r  councilnen, and the unexpired tern extends beyond the 
time when the t e m s  of comciPmen elected %hat year begin, then a myor 
or  councilman f o r  tha t  place sha l l  be elected a t  the regular election of 
tha t  year t o  sewe the r e s t  of the unexpired t e rn  beginning a t  the t ine  
the t e m s  of councilmen elected tha t  year begin, 

Council: Quorwn, Rules, Yeas and Hays 
Section 2-11, A majority of a l l  of the members of the council sha l l  

consti tute a quo=, but- a s&ller number may ad$ourn frm day t o  day or  
from time t o  time, The council m y  d e t e w n e  i t s  own rules., On i;he 
demand of any member, the vote on any question s h a l l  be by yeas and n a p ,  
and sha l l  be entered i n  the journal, 

Ordinances: Enacting Clause 
Section 2-12, The enac t iw  clause of" a l l  ordinmces passed by the 

council s h a l l  be, "Be it ordained by t h e  Council of the ~ i % ~  of ,Juneau, 
Alaska", and of a l l  o r d i m c e s  proposed by the voters under the i r  power 
oP i n i t i a t ive ,  "Be it ordained by the People of t h e  City of Juneau, 
Alarska" , 

Ord%nances: Passage, When i n  Effect 
Section 2-13. A proposed ordinance sha l l  be read, and a vote of a 

majority of a l l  the eo&cilmen shall be required f o r  1;s Pf nal passage, 
The vote on f i n d  passage of every ordinance shall be by yeas and nays, 
and &al% be entam3 In  the journal. The mayor sha l l  have no power of 
veto, Ro ordinance except an emergency ordinance m y  be f i n a l l y  passed 
on the same dezy tha t  I t  i s  introduceda Within ten days a f t e r  Its passage, 
every ordinmce sha l l  be published i n  f u l l  or by number and t i t l e ,  
Eraergency ordinances and ordinances m&ing, repealing, trmsferx-ing, o r  
otherwise changing appropriations, sha l l  go In to  e f fec t  inmediately upon 
passsge unless they specify a l a t e r  time* A11 other ordinances shaXl go 
in to  e f fec t  one month a f t e r  passage and publication unless they specify 
a l a t e r  time, 

Ordinances : Emergency 
Section 2-94., An emergency ordinance i s  an osdlnance which i n  the 

Judgment of the council i s  necessary for  the immedia'te prosemation of 
the public peace, health or safety, m d  which should become effect ive 
pr ior  t o  the time when an ordinary ordinance would become effective. 
Every such ordinance sha l l  contain, as a part o f  I t p ,  t i t l e ,  the words, 
"and. declaring an adrgencyt'; and i n  a separate section, herein called 
the emergency section, s h a l l  decxax-e the emergency, An affirmative vote 
of a t  l e a s t  f ive  mernbers of the council shall 'oe reqyired f o r  the f i n d  
passage of an wergency ordinance; whfcb vote sha l l  be by yeas and nays, 
and sha l l  be entered i n  the journal* 



Ordinances: Adoption by Reference 
Sectfon 2-15. The comcf l  by ordinance m y  adopt bg reference 

codes, ordinances, standards and regulations relat ing t o  building, plumb- 
ing, e l ec t r i ca l  instal la t ions,  m9I.k and ~KLIX products, m d  other matters 
which it has power t o  r e p l a t e  othsrwfae, Such code, ordinance, standard 
or  regulation so adopted nead not be enrolled i n  the book of ordinances; 
but a copy shaJ.1 be f i l ed  and kept f n  the office of the c i t y  clerk. The 
c i t y  clerk ahal l  keep copies of a l l  such codes, ordimmces, stmdards 
and regulations i n  force for  distrfbzztfoa o r  saZe a t  t he i r  approxfmte 
cost, 

Ordinances: @odificat$on 
Section 2-16, m e  ~rd inances  of the city shall. be codified and pub- 

l ished i n  book o r  pamphlet f o m  a t  l e w t  evesy ten years unless the coun- 
c i l ,  by use of a loo$&-Peaf syastem, provides far keeping the code up-to- 
date. Ti t les ,  enacting clauses a d  emergency sections may be omitled 
from the code; a d  t ammy and speclal ordinances and g s r t s  of ordl- 
nances may be omitted, Permanent general ordinlances and par t s  oT ordi- 
nances which are? t o  be repealed by the code, sha l l  be omitted S r m  the 
code. The ordinances and par t s  of ordinances Included i n  tho code aay 
be revf sed, rearranged and reorganized; ~bnd the code may contain new 
matter, p rov i~ ions  of the otate  esnst i tut ion and law ~ p p l i c a b l e  t o  the 
city,  and t h i s  charter,  The councf l. by nonemergency o r d i m c e  sha l l  
adopt the code. A copy of the code s h a l l  be Piled and kept i n  the off ice 
of the c i t y  clerk a f t e r  adoption, but the code nead not be enrolled i n  
the book of ordinances, 

@It t y  W a g e r  :: Appointment, TePrn, Qu~alificstions, Raw& 
Section 3-1, There sha l l  be a c l t y  mezxlager, The councfl sha l l  

appoint him f o r  an indefinite te rn  by a vote of s magority of a l l  its 
memberss Jt sha l l  choose hirn solely on the basfa of h i s  exacutive an& 
administrative qualifications.  A t  the tim of hTs appointment, he need 
not be a resfdent of" %he c l t y  or s ta te;  but, during h i s  tenure of office, 
he sha l l  reside within the c i ty .  Neither the myos nor any other council- 
m.tm may be appointed c i t y  mnager or  acting c i t y  mnager during the term 
for  which he sha l l  have been elected nor within two years a f t e r  t h e  ex- 
pirat ion of h i s  tern; provided tha t  t h i s  prohibition s h a l l  not apply 
the myos and councilmen holding off ices  a t  the time of" the adoption 
t h i s  charter, The council may suspend or  remove the c i t y  mnager a t  
time by a vote of a m j o r i t y  of a11 i t s  members. 

Acting CSity Manager 
Section 3-2, If the c i t y  manager i s  absen"crrom the c i t y  o r  i s  

unable t o  perfom h i s  duties, i f "  "che cou~lci l  suspends the c i t y  ramwer, 
or if them i s  et vacancy i n  the off ice of c l t y  manager, the  council may 
appoint an acting c i t y  mnager $0 serve un-eil the c i t y  mnager returns, 
u n t i l  h i s  d i sab i l i t y  o r  suspenolon ceases, or  u n t i l  another c i t y  manager 
49  appointed a& q ~ ~ s l i f f e s ,  as t h e  case m y  be, The council, may suspend 



o r  remove an acting ci%y manager a t  any time, 

City W a g e r :  P O ' W ~ G  and Duties 
Section 3-3. !The c i t y  manager sha l l  be chfef a W n i s t r a l i v e  of f icer  

and head s f  t h - a ~ n i s t r a ~  b&mch of t h e  c i t y  govement ,  Me shaZE 
execute the l a w s  and or4inances and a W n i s t e r  the government o f  the cfWy, 
and sha l l  be rea3ponsible therefor t o  the comcA1, We shal l :  

(1) Appoint, and &en deemed necessary f o r  the good of the service, 
lay  off, suspend, deaote o r  remove, all directors, or heads, of: adminis- 
t r a t ive  departaents and a l l  other adninistrative ~ f f i c e r s  a~ld  employees 
of the c i t y  except personnel i n  the off ice o f  c i t y  attorney and except 
a s  he or  the council by ordinance may authorize the head of a department, 
an offf cer or  m agency to  appoint, l ay  off, suspend, demo%@ and/or 
remove subardfnates i n  such departhnent, off ice o r  ageney; 

( 2 )  S u p e m i ~ e  a d  cxmtrsl, d3,rectly o r  fndi-rectly, all a w n i s -  
t r a t ive  departments, agencies, of f lcers  and employees, appointed by hlm- 
se l f  or  by agencies and of f icers  subordinate t o  him; 

(3) Prepare a budget amual3.y and ~ubplit it Lo the col;ulcil, be 
responsible f o r  the adabjlnistration of the budget a f t e r  it goes in to  
effect, and recommend t o  the councfl any changes i n  the budget which he 
deem desf rab3.e; 

(4) Submit t o  the council a report as of the and of  the f i s c a l  year 
on the Pimncas and, a n is t ra t fve  a c t i v i t i e s  of the c i t y  fo r  the preced- 
ing year; 

(5) Keep the council advised of the f inancial  condition and future 
needs of the city, and make such recornendations on matters of policy and 
other matters t o  the council as m y  seem t o  him desirable; 

( 6 )  Have such othes powars, duties a d  functions as this charter 
may prescribe, and such powersg duties and functions consistent with t h i s  
charter a s  the council may prescribe, 

Au3ainistr~tfve hpu"cmen%s, Offices and Agencies 
Section 3-4. %ere s h a l l  be such a M n i  s t r a t ive  degartmnts, off ices  

and agenc fe~  a s  t h i s  charter establishes and as the council may establish,  
Each sdministrative depr%&ment sha l l  be headed by a director  w3th appropri- 
a t e  t i t l e  appointed by the c i t y  manager (except i n  case of' the c i t y  
attorney), or  by s board whose members are appointed by the c i t y  mnager, 
a s  t h i s  charter o r  -the council by rsrdfnance m y  datemine; provided t h a t  
the c i t y  manager may a lso  sewre a s  director  of a department aer provided 
i n  another section of t b 4 s  charter* 

E3epar"cment of Finance: City Clerk 
Section 3-5. mere  sha l l  be a c i t y  clerk who sha l l  be an of f lcer  

of the c i t y  appointed by the c i t y  w a g e r  f o r  an indeflEnite tern, and who 
s h a l l  be head of the department of finance. Fke c i t y  clerk sha l l  col lect  
o r  receive revenue and s ther  money POP the city;  s h a l l  deposit the sana 
wtth the c i t y  t.ressurer or f o r  the c i t y  treasurer i n  an account or  accounts 
maintained by the c i t y  Lresmner i n  r ~ ,  depository or  depositol-les; and 
s h a l l  maintain s general accounting system f o r  the c i t y  g w e m e n t ;  pro- 
vided tha t  the council by ordinance m y  t r m a f e r  any of said duties t o  
other personnel i n  the finance &epa~"h;ment, 



Gfty Treasurer m d  Tax Assse~sorr Offices Created, Duties 
Section 3-6* Within the department of finance, there sha l l  be a 

c i t y  treasurer and  a tax assessor, w$o sha l l  be o t i icera  of the c i t y  
appointed by the c i t y  m a g e r  Tor indefini te  terns ,  The sme person 
m y  be appointed c i t y  clerk, c i t y  treasures, and/or tax assessor; and 
the council by ordinance my provide tha t  the c i t y  clerk sha l l  be ex 
off ic io  c i t y  treasurer and/or ex off'fclo tax assessor, and t h a t  an act- 
ing c i t y  clerk 9 1  any sha l l  be ex of"f2cio acting c i t y  treasurer and/or 
ex offfcio acting twr assessor, 

I n  accordance wlth t h i s  charter and the  ordimaces of the city,  the 
c i t y  treasurer sheall be responsible for t he  custbdy, safekeeping, deposit, 
Snves-t;ment and disbursememt of funds QP the city;  and the tat assessor 
sha l l  assess property f o r  taxation f n  accordance with t h i s  charter and 
the ordinances ~bf the c i  tya 

City Attorney 
Section 3-7. There sha l l  be a city attorney, who sha l l  be an of f i -  

cer  of t h e  c i t y  appointed by the council Tor an indefini te  term. The 
c i t y  attorney shall ,  on r eque~ t ,  advise the council, the c i t y  manager, 
and a l l  other officers and agencies of the c i t y  gravement regardhe; 
t h e i r  lega l  powem, duties and functions, and d ra f t  o r  assist then i n  
drafting lega l  documents. He or  an attorney I n  h i s  office @hall repre- 
sont the c i t y  a s  attorney i n  a11 c i v i l  etnd criminal proceedings i n  which 
the c i t y  i s  interested m i k f s s  the crsunefl secures spscjlsl counsel f o r  
par t icular  procee8fngs0 In  the exercfse of aWn3.s-tra-tiv powers, duties 
and functions, inc1udh.g proceedings e tgafns tp~rsons  who vio la te  pro- 
visions of the charter and ordinances, %he c i t y  a t tamey sha l l  be under 
the a M n i s t ~ a t t v e  aupemision and control  of t h e  c i t y  manager except a s  
the counei3. my o"cherraJrise provide by or&fnmce. 

Public Library 
Section 9-8, There sha l l  be public l ibrary  serviee admfnfstered as 

the council sha l l  ordain, 

Appointments, Rem~vals, etc., -- Merit System 
Section 4-f'a A merit system i s  hereby established f o r  personnel 

i n  the c i t y  service. Appointments and promotions i n  the service 0% the 
c i t y  s h a l l  be made solely on the basis  of' merf t and fi tness;  and re- 
movals, den~t ions ,  suspensions and layoffs sha l l  be made solely for t h e  
good of the s e m i  ca, The couneil, consistently wlth t h i s  charter, by 
oxdi nance o r  parsomel rules, may regulate personnel w t t e r s  (including 
any examinations t o  be given Lo etpplieants) and provide f o r  proper 
personnel a&nistmtion. If and when it deem it advisable, the corn- 
cPl by ordinance! m y  create a personnel depar+aent t o  be heaaed by s 
director  of pereonnel appointed by the c i t y  manager. 

Personnel Board Created 
Section 44-2- There sha l l  be ez pe~somel ,  board consisting of three 





within ten  (10) days a f t e r  receipt of notice of the layoff, suspension, 
demotion or removal (which appeal may thus be f i l e d  e i ther  before or 
a f t e r  the time of effectiveness of the layoff, suspension, demotion or  
removal). As soon as  practicable thereaf%er, the board sha l l  hold a 
public hearing on the appeal, o r  give ~ k n  adequate, opportunity therefor, 
and sha l l  report i n  writing i t s  findings and recommelrdations, i n  cases 
of subordinates of the c i t y  manager, t o  the c i t y  manager, and i n  other 
cases t o  the respective authoritieq having power of removal; and the 
c i t y  manager or other authority sha l l  Ohen make a f i n d  decision i n  
writing regarding the appellant 's  layoff, suspension, demotion or re- 
moval, as the case may be. 

Qualifications of Officers and Dployees 
Section 41'5. Officers andemployces of the cdty sha l l  have the 

qualifications prescribed by t h i s  charter and such additional quali- 
f ications as the council may prescribe; but the council $ha l l  not We- 
scribe additional qualifications f o r  the  mayor and other counciben. 

Mepotism, Holding More than One Office or  Position 
Section 4-6,' Neither the c i t y  manager, the  council nor any ather 

authority of the c i t y  government, may appoint or  e l ec t  any person 
related t o  any councilman, t o  the c i t y  manager, or  t o  himself, or, i n  
the case of a p lura l  authority, t o  one of i ts  members, by a f f i n i t y  or  
con~anguinity within the th i rd  degree, t o  any off ice  or  posit ion of 
prof i t  i n  the c i t y  government; but .this $ha l l  not prohtbit  an off icer  
or employee from coqtinuing i n  the service oY the c i ty .  

Ucept  as may be otherwise provided by t h i s  charter o r  by ordinance, 
the s m e  person may hold more than one off ice or  posit ion i n  the  c i t y  
government. The c i t y  manager may hold more than one such off ice or 
position, through appointment by himself, by the council or  by other c i t y  
authority having power t o  f i l l  the par t icular  off ice or  position, sub- 
ject  t o  any regulations which the council m y  make by ordinance; but he 
may not receive compansation fo r  $emice i n  such other offices and 
positions. Also the council by ordinance may provide tha t  the  c i t y  
manager sha l l  hold ex af f ic io  any designa$ed adm$nis$rative off ice or  
offices subordinate t o  the c i t y  manager as well, as other designated 
compatible c i t y  offices,  notwithstanding aay other provision of t h i s  
charter. 

Off icial  Bonds 
Section 4-7. The c i t y  manager, the c i t y  clerk, the a i t y  treasurer, 

and stlch other off icers  and employeee as the council may designate, be- 
fore entering upon t h e i r  duties, sha l l  be bondad, by individual &/or 
group bonds, fo r  the f a i th fu l  performance of t h e i r  respective duties, 
payable t o  the ci ty ,  i n  such form and i n  such eunounts as the  council may 
prescribe, with a surety company authorized t o  operate a t h i n  .the s ta te .  
The ci-by sha l l  pay the premiums on such bonds. 

Oath o r  Affimation of Office 
Section 4-8. Every officer of the ci ty ,  before entering upon the 

duties of h is  office, shed1 take and subscribe t o  the oath or  affirmation 
of office prescribed.by the Alaska Constitution, Article XIT, Section 5. 



The oath or affirmation shall be f i l e d  and kept i n  the  c i t y  c l e rk ' s  
off ice.  

Who May Administer Oaths and 14f f iwt ioas  
Section 4-9. A l l  o f f icers  authorized by federal  or  s t a t e  l a w ,  the 

mayor, the c i t y  manager, the  c i t y  clerk, the heads of a l l  other adminie- 
t r a t i v e  departmetnts, the municipal ,judge, the chairman of the personnel 
board, and such other off icers  as  the council nqy au-bhorizet, may ad- 

Removal, e tc . ,  of Officers and Employees 
Section 4-10. The power t o  lay off, suspend, demote and remove 

accompanies the power t o  appoint or  elect;  end the c i t y  manages, the 
council, o r  other appointing or  electing authority a t  any time may lay  
off,  suspend, demote or  remove any off icer  or  employee t o  whom be, the 
council, o r  the other appointing or  electing authority respectively may 
appoint o r  e lec t  a successor. 

Acting Officers and Eknployees 
Section 4-11. The appointing or  electing authority who ;may appoint 

or e lec t  the successor of an of f icer  or employee, may appoint or  e lec t  
a person t o  ac t  during the temporary absence, d i sab i l i t y  or suspension 
of such of f icer  or employee, or, i n  case of a vacarncy, u n t i l  a successor 
i s  appointed o r  elected and qualifies,  unless the council provides by 
ordinance that a par t icular  superior or  subordinate of such of f icer  or 
employee sha l l  act .  The councilbJi ordinance m y  provide f o r  a deputy 
t o  ac t  i n  such cases. 

Officers t o  Continue u n t i l  Successors Are Elected o r  Appointed and 
Qualie 

Section 4-12. Evem off icer  who i s  elected or  appointed l o r  a term 
ending at a definite t i m i ,  sha l l  continue t o  serve th&eafter unt i l  his 
successor i s  elected or  appointed and. qual i f ies  unless his services are  
sooner terminated by resignation, remoual, disqualification, death, 
abolit ion of the off ice or  other legal. manner. 

ARTICLE v. 
BUDGEZ', TPXATIOB AMD FTSCAL AFFlLUV 

Fiscal  Year 
Section 5-1. The f i s c a l  year of the c i t y  government sha l l  begin on 

the f i r s t  day of July and shall end on the l a s t  day of 3une, unless 
otherwise provided by ordinance. 

Budget : Preparation and Submission 
Section 5-2. A t  l ea s t  f ive  weeks before the beginning QZ the f i s c a l  

year, the c i t y  manager sha l l  prepare and submit t o  the council a pro- 
posed budget f o r  the next f i s c a l  year, which sha l l  contain detai led 
estimates of anticipated revenues (including surplus) and proposed 
expenditures f o r  the year. The t o t b l  of such proposed expenditures 
shall not exceed the t o t a l  of such mt ic ip~bted  revenues. The budget 



sha l l  be i n  such f o m  and have such contents as the c i t y  manager deems, 
desirable or as the couacilmay require. The budget and my  buClget 
message accompanying it, sha l l  be a public record i n  the off ice of the  
c i t y  clerk, md shall be open t o  public inspection. Sufficient copies 
of the budget and any budget message sha l l  be made for  dis t r ibut ion t o  
persons on request. 

Same: Public Hewing 
Section 5-3. The council sha l l  hold a public hearing on the3 pro- 

posed budget a t - l e a s t  one week a t e r  a notice of the %We of the  hearing 
has been published; and any interested person sha l l  have an opportunity 
t o  be heard thereat fo r  or  against the estimates or  any item thereof. 
The council may continue the  hearing. a t  la'cer meetings. 

Same: Amendment -- Adoption -- Appropriations 
Section 5-4. The council may inse r t ,  s t r ike  out, increase or  

decrease iten& i n  the  budget, aridfnay oth&wise amend it; but the  pro- 
posed expenditures sha l l  never exceed the  anticipated revenues therein-  
The aouncil, by vote of at l e a s t  a maJtry.ity of its menbers, not later 
than the th i rd  day before the beginning of the f i s c a l  year, sha l l  adopt 
the budget and make the appropriations f o r  the  next f i s c a l  year. If the 
council f a i l s  t o  adopt the budget and m a k e  the appropriations on o r  
before tha t  day, the budget, as submitted or  as amended, as  the  case may 
be, sha l l  go in to  effect and be deemed t o  have been f i n a l l y  &opted by 
t h e  council; arad the  proposed expenditures therein sha l l  become the  
appropriations f o r  the next f i s c a l  yew.  The appropriations, when made 
by the  council by resolution or  ordinance separate fxom the budget docu- 
ment, need not be i n  as  great d e t a i l  as the proposed expenditures i n  the 
budget; but appopriat ions sha l l  never exceed the  antfcbpated revenues 
i n  the budget. 

Seune: Funds Other t h m  the  General Fund 
Section 5-5. The budget herein provlded f o r  sM1 include the  

general h n d ,  and may also include other funds bu'c i n  sepwate estimates. 
Budgets f o r  other funds which are d e e ~ e d  t o  r e g d r e  f0xma.l budgeting, 
may also be prepared, considered, and adopted separately fxom the budget 
of the general fund. 

Transfer of Appropriation Balances 
Section 5-6. Except as the council by o r d i n w e  nay provide other- 

wise, the c i t y  manager may t ransfer  unencumbered appropriation balances 
or  par ts  thereof from m y  item of appropriation within a department, 
off ice o r  agency t o  any other Item of appropriation, inc ludhg new items, 
within the sane department, off ice or agency; and the counci Z, by motion, 
resolution or  o r a n w e  passed by vo%e of a madority of dl i ts  members, 
may t ransfer  unencumbered appropriation balanees or par ts  thereof from 
any item of appropriation t o  any other item of appropriation, including 
new itens,  whether such other it= is within the  same &eparkrnen'k, off ice 
o r  agency, or not. 

Taxation: Powers 
Section 5-7. The c i t y  aha11 haZre a l l  Towers of ta;lratioon which 



home-rule c i t i e s  nay have under the s t a t e  @onstl%ution and law. 

Same: Assessment, Levy and Collection of Property Taxes -- Exemptions 
Section 5-8. The council by ordinance s h l l  provide f o r  the annual 

assessment, levy and. collection of taxes on property. No exempttons 
Prom taxation except "cosse expressly provtded by law, sha l l  be allowed. 

Same: Private Leaseholds, e tc . ,  i n  Property Owsled o r  Held by the 
ThLted. States, the ~ t g t e  o r  J t s  Po l i t i ca l  Subdivisions 

Section 5-9. Private leaseholds, contracts, or in te res t s  i n  land 
or property owned or  held by the United States, the s ta te ,  o r  i t s  
po l i t i ca l  subdivisions, s h U  be taxable t o  the extent o f  the interests .  

Same: Assessment -- Equalization 
Section 5-10. The taxable s ta tus  of property sha l l  be &&ermined 

as of the f i r s t  day of J m u ~  or such other date as may hereafter be 
prescrib@d by law,  which is cal led the assessmnt day. Values on, the 
assessment r o l l s  sh~~L3. be detemiaed according t o  the  Pacts existin$ 
on the assessment day f o r  the year f o r  which the assessmen% i s  made, and 
no change i n  the  s ta tus  of property after  tha t  day shall be eonsidered 
i n  detemining i t s  value. In  deterrrtkning such values, m y  stmdasds of 
appraisal  established by l a w  o r  or8inmx-m sha l l  be followea. The coun- 
c i l  sha l l  equalize valuations of property as~esarsed; provided tha t  the 
council by ordinance may delegate this power t o  a board created by 
oxdinance, when not prohibited by law. 

Same: Lien on Real Property 
Section 5-11. The c i t y  sha l l  have a f i r s t  l i e n  on a l l  r e a l  property 

against which e l t y  taxes are assessed, f o r  the taxes and any collec%ion 
chmges, penalties and in te res t  which may accmulate thereto; and the 
l i e n  sha l l  continue u n t i l  the taxes a d  my such charges, penalties and 
in te res t  are  paid. 

Sme: Protection of Lien on Real Property 
Section 5-12, The c i t y  pro-tect i t s  l i e n  for tazes on real 

property by sale  a t  t ax  sale,  o r  by purchasing, the r e a l  property a t  any 
tax sa le  or  other public  ale, o r  by d i rec t  negotiations with the owner, 
o r  i n  my other lega l  manner. Any such procedure shall be deemed t o  be 
f o r  a public purposes, When the c i t y  has acquired an i n t e re s t  i n  r e a l  
property t o  protect a, t a x  l i e n  thereon, the owner of any i n t e re s t  i n  such 
r e a l  property may redeem the s m e  by p a y i q  the delinquent c i t y  taxes 
and a l l  accrued charges, penalties and in teres t  thereon, as provided by 
law or ordinance. After the c i t y  has held any tax-dellnquant r e a l  
property f o r  one yew, it nay hold the same f o r  puloZic use or  s e l l  it at 
public auction t o  the highest bidder; provided tht, i f  the c i t y  s e l l s  
such property before it uses it f o r  public purposes, other provisions of 
t h i s  charter rela-bing t o  the sale  of property s h a l l  not apply i n  such 
cases. 

Same: Protection of Lien on Personal. Proper-ky 
Section 5-13. City taxes on personEhZ property sha l l  be a debt t o  

the c i t y  from the persons t o  whoa they w e  assessed. If any person t o  



whom such taxes are assessed f a i l s  or  refuses t o  pay the  taxes, ox if 
the collecting of f icer  reasonably believes tha t  =y person ~511 not pay 
such taxes, the taxes and accrued chwges, penalties rand in teres t  may 
be collected by a personal action i n  the rime of the c i t y  against the 
person t o  whom assessed i n  a court of competent Juris&iction, or by 
djtstraht and sale  of any personal property of the person assessed. 
Neither of the remedies herein ven s h a l l  be exclusive of' the other o r  
of a q  remedy provided by law. 

Disbursements: Authority -- Method 
Section 5-14.. Dfsbursements o f  city funds sha l l  be maid.e only i n  

amordance with appropriations made as p&~vided i n  tkis char%er, or, i n  
case of finds which are not formally approprjated, then by authority 
granted by the couflcfl o r  by the quezlified. vo-bers of the cfky. The 
council shall prescribe the method or  methods of disbursing c i t y  funds. 

Deposit and Investment of Funds 
Section 5-15. The council may regulate the deposit and. investment 

of c i t y  m d s ,  and may determine what finds of the c i t y  may be invested. 
City finds may be invested only i n  the iollowlng: General-obligation 
bonds asld other general-obligation evidences of indebtedness of" the 
United States, of the Stake of Alaska, of other s t a t e s  of the United 
States, of this ci ty ,  of other oi-hies of this s ta te ,  and 05 boroughs of 
this s tate ,  and i n  such other securi t ies  as may be authorized by l a w .  

Purchases ma Sales 
Bection 5-16. The c i t y  manager, subject t o  any regulations which 

the council may prescrzbe, sha l l  coatract for and purchase, o r  issue 
purchase authorizations for,  a l l  supplies, materials and equipment fo r  
the offices,  depmt;ment;s and agencies o f  the c i t y  government. Every 
such contract or  purchase exceeding a;u mount t o  be established by ordi- 
nance, sha l l  require the pr ior  approvd of the  council. The c i t y  maria- 
ger a lso may transfer t o  or  between offices,  departments and agencies, 
or s e l l ,  surplus or  obsolete supplies, materials and equipment, subject 
t o  such regulations as the counsflmay prescribe. 

Before the purchase of, o r  contract for, any supplies, materia1s 
or  equipment, 0%- the gale of any surplr~e or obsolete supplies, materials 
or  eguipnent, ample opportunity fo r  competitive bidding, under such 
regulations, and with such exceptions, as the eouncil m y  prescribe, 
sha l l  be given3 but the  cokunr;il sha l l  not except a part;icular contract, 
purchase or sale  from the requirement of competitive bidding. Prefer- 
ence sha l l  be given resident bidders, evergrt;hing e lse  being equal. 

The e o u c i l  ky ordinance may transfer  some or  a l l  of the  power 
granted t o  the c i t y  rnanwer by t h i s  section t o  an administrative of f icer  
appointed by the city xna;n%er. 

Contracts and, S a e e  
Section 5-17. ( a )  &y contractwhich by i t s  te rns  w i l l  nost be 

fu l ly  executed within fTve y e w s  and which cannot be terminated by the 
c i t y  upon not mom t one mon%hi s notice without penalty; and (b) the 
sale  or lease of m y  c i t y  proper%y, r e a l  or personal, o r  the  sa le  or  
other ctlsgosal of my interas-& therein, the value of which property, 



lease, or in te res t  i s  more than $50,000; sha l l  be made only: 
(1) By authority of an ordinance approved or  enac%ed at a;n 

election by an a f % i m t i v e  vote of a rnadosity of the qualified voters 
of the c i t y  who vote on the question of approving or  enacting %he 
ordinance (the ordInanae being submitted t o  the voters by the council or  
by in i t ia%ive  of the voters); or -- 

(2) Ry authority of a nonemergeney ordinance passed by the council, 
which sha l l  be pbbirabed i n  f a l l  within t en  days &ex its passage, and 
which shall Ineluae a seetlon rea&ing substaratially as Pollow~at "Sec- 
t i on  . If one or  more referendm pet i t ions with signatures are proper- 
l y  i i E d  within one month after" the passage and publication of this 
ordinance, this ordinance sha l l  not. go in to  e f fec t  u n t i l  the pe'citioa o r  
pe t i  t i o w  are f i n a l l y  Yomd t o  be i l l e g a l  and/or insufficient,  or ,  if 
m y  such pe t i t ion  i s  Pound l ega l  and ~ u i f i c i a n t ,  util the  or&haulce Is 
approved at an election by a majority of t h ~  qualified voters voting on 
the question. %f no referendm pet i t ion  .with signatures is f i l ed ,  'tMs 
ordinwee sheJ.1 go Sn%o efleot one nonth a f t e r  i t s  passage a& publi- 
@eation. 

Provided that, an ent i re  public u t i l i t y  belonging t o  the  c"ly may be 
sold or  leased only by awkhority of ewn ordinance approved o r  enacted as 
proviaed Sn s u b ~ v i s i o n  (1) above i n  tMa section. 

Publie Tmprovanen%s 
Section 5-18. Publie improvements, including loca l  improvements, 

m y  be made by the c i t y  govement  i t s e i f  o r  by contract. The council 
sha l l  award a l l  contracts fo r  such isaproverloents; proviiled thaL the coun- 
013 may authorize the ci%y manager .t;o award such contracts not exceeding 
an mount -to bs  detemined by the council and subjec-t t o  such r@gulationt3 
as the council may presesfbe. Every eontract f o r  public improvements of 
more than $1,000 shall be awarded t o  the lowest and best responsible 
biader &%er such notice and o p p o ~ t m i t y  fox eontpetit3.ve bidding as the 
council may prescribe. Preference s h l l  be given resident bidders, 
everqyt;Ung e lse  being equal. A l l  bids m a y  be regected, and fizrt;ber 
notice and opportunity f o r  compe%itive biddLng may be given. 

Personal Interes% 
Section 5-19. Neither the mayor, any other councilma nor the  c i t y  

manager shal l7  s e i r  or bar te r  aay-tbqng' f o  the  c i t y  o r  t o  a contractor 
suppbyiq the eiLy; o r  a&e my  contract with the  ci ty;  or purchase any- 
tbiw from the ci'sy other thaa those things w M ~ h  the c i t y  offers  gener- 
a l l y  t o  the public (as f o r  example, u t i l i t y  services), and then only on 
the same te rns  as axe offered t o  %he public; unless an invi t8t ion t o  m b -  
m i t  sealed bids is; pbLiahed, and the  c i t y  aceepta the sealed bid  which 
$8 most advaatageous t o  the cety; provided %ha% swki sale, contract o r  
~x;rcha%e ip1volving a cons9desaat;fon of not more -khan $500 i n  value, may 
be matte w%thout bids e a t  p r i e e ~  or  r a b s  prevailing i n  the eomni"ey and 
without discrimination. Any such offLcea viola.i;lng t h i s  section, upon 
convicLfon thereof, s U  themby f o r f ~ i t ;  h i ~  office.  Any violat ion of 
t h i s  section, with the  knowledge, express or  implied, of the person OT 

aozlporati on contractin$ with the citiy, whcdl render the  ont tract voidable 
by the c i t y  mEtnager or %he aouneil. 



Claims f o r  EnJurfeo 
Section 5-20. The c i t y  s h a l l  not be l i a b l e  I n  damages For inJury 

t o  person o r  property by reason of negligence of t h e  c i t y  unless, within 
four  months a f t e r  such in ju ry  occurs, t he  person da3naged o r  his repre- 
senta t ive  causes a wri t ten  not ice  t o  be served upon an o f f i c e r  of t he  
c i t y  upon whom process may be served. Such not ice  s h a l l  a t a t e  t h a t  such 
person Intends t o  hold t he  c i t y  l i a b l e  fo r  w c h  dmages and s h a l l  se% 
f o r t h  subs tan t ia l ly  t h e  time an& place of %he injury,  the manner in whhh 
it occurred, t he  nature of t he  ac t  o r  d e f e ~ t  com~lained of, the extent 
of the  in ju ry  so  far as known, and the rimes and addresees of witnesses 
known t o  the  claimant. 

No person s h a l l  br ing aci;ion agaiasz the  c i t y  f o r  damages t o  person 
o r  property a r i s ing  out of any of t h e  reasons o r  cfrewstances aforesaid 
unless such act ion i s  brought wfthtrl t he  period prescribed by l a w ,  nor 
unless he hats f i r s t  p r e ~ e n t e d  %o the c i t y  m.amger a claim i n  wri t ing and 
under oath, s e t t i n g  f o r t h  specifl .cal ly the nc-tux'e m~d  exteat  of t he  In&- 
~.y and the  amount of dmages cla.imecil. The c i t g  maneger s h d l  promptly 
present such claim t o  the  couneil f o r  action.  

Fal lure  t o  give notice of ingury or  ho present a c1eJ.m within t he  
time and i n  the manner provided, s h a l l  bar any act ion upon such c l a i m  

This sec%ion aha l l  not be deemed t o  waive any defense of i m u n i t y  
wmch t h e  c i t y  may have from ~1ai.3128 f o r  d a q e e  a r i s i ng  out of negligence, 
bu t  s h a l l  apply in a l l  cases where such aefense is not avai lable  t o  t he  
c i t y .  

Independent Annual Audit 
Section 5-21. The councib shal l  designa.%e a qua l i f i ed  public 

accountant o r  accountants who aha l l  make an. indepe&ent audi t  of' t h e  
accounts and evidences of f inancial  t ransact ions  of t he  department of 
finance axid of a l l  o ther  depmtmerrts, o i f i e e s  m d  agencies keeping 
sepmate  or  subordinate accounts o r  m & h g  f inmcial  t rmsac t i ons ,  as of 
t he  end of every f i s c a l  year a t  l e a s t ,  and who s h d l  repor t  t o  t he  eoun- 
c i l  and t o  t he  c i t y  manager. I n  l i e u  of the above, t h e  council  may 
arrange with an approprfate s t a t e  author i ty  f o r  such ayl audi t  when and 
i f  permitted by l a w .  

Power of Condemnat Son 
Section 5-22. The c i t y  s h a l l  have power t o  acquire property by 

condemnation f o r  any municipal. purpose, whether o r  not such property i s  
already devoted %o public m e p  a d  t o  condemn such excess beyond that 
needed fo r  an ac tua l  improvement as; may reasonably be required t o  pro- 
t e c t ,  preserve, .md f a c i l i t a t e  the mrzking and financing cP t he  improve- 
ment, and t o  s e l l  n r  l ease  such excess properby with r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  
protect  and p re semt  t h e  haprovemen%.. When t h e  c i t g  acquires property 
by condematlon eiLE-~er ins ide  o r  owtai.de its corporate limits, any 
applicable p~ov i s iono  of stake l a w  relat&ng t o  condemnation l~lflxich are  
bindfng on t he  ci%y, s h a l l  be observed. 



General-Obl3gation Bonds, e t c  . 
Section 6-1. The c i t y  sha l l  have power t o  borrow money and t o  issue 

i t s  general-obligation bonds or  other such evidences of indebtedness 
therefor, but only when authorized by the council fo r  capi ta l  improve- 
ments and r a t i f i e d  a t  an election by a majority of those qualFiied t o  
vote and voting on the questions. Generab-obligation svf dences of: in- 
debtedness may also be secured by revenues from a revenue-producing 
u t i l i t y  or  en%erprise when they are issued f o r  %he acquisition, con- 
stmction,  reconstruction, repair, improvement, extension, enlargement 
and/or equipment of" the said u t i l i t y  or  enterprise,  and/or by other 
designated finds or revenues speciPically pledhfed for  payment of prinzc-i- 
pal and interes-h thereon. Capikal improvements as used hereinabove may 
also include a par t  or a l l  of the c i t y ' s  share of the cost of a public 
improvement of which a par t  i a  t o  be paid by benefit ted properby. 

The res t r ic t ions  of t h i s  section do no% apply t o  borrawing money %o 
meet appropriations f o r  a par t icular  f i s c a l  year, nor to. hdebtedneas t o  
be paid from special  assessments t o  be made on benefit ted property, nor 
t o  refunding indebtedness. 

Borrowing t o  Meet Appropriations 
Section 6-2. The c i t y  sha l l  have the power t o  borrow money t o  meet 

appropriations i n  any f i s c a l  year i n  mt ic ipa t ion  of revenues f o r  tha t  
yew, when awthorlzed by the c i t y  council and without submitting the  
question t o  the voters. The t o t a l  indeb-tedness so incurred s h a l l  not 
exceed one-ten-kh (1/10) percent of the  assessed value of a l l  r ea l  and 
personal properky i n  the  c i ty ,  and a l l  debts so contracted shall be paid 
before the end of %he next fiscaJ. year. I n  the  event, f o r  any reason, 
the revenues collected are not suff ic ient  t o  meet the current budget 
plus the said indebtedness;, the council sha l l  enact a special  revenue 
measure t o  provide f o r  the payment of this specif lc  indebtedness; and 
revenue accruing therefrom sha l l  be used exclusively f o r  the p a p e n t  of 
t M s  indebtedness, and sha l l  not be commingled with the general fund. 
Such special  revenue measure ahal l  not become a permanent part  of the 
tax  structure.  

Revenue Bonds, e tc .  
Seotion 6-3.  The c i t y  s h a l l  have power t o  borrow money and t o  issue 

revenue bonds or  other such evidences of indebtedness therefor, the 
principal and in%erest of which w e  payable solely out of, and the  only 
security of which is, the revenues of a revenue-producing u t i l i t y  or 
enterprise; but only when authorized by the council f o r  the acquisition, 
construction, reconstruction, repair, improvement, extension, enlarge- 
ment and/or equipmen% of the said u t i l i t y  or enterprise, and r a t i f i e d  
at an election by a majority of those qualified t o  vote and voting on 
the question. 

In teres t  Rate on Bonds, e tc .  
Sec%ion 6-4. Ho bond or  other evfdence of indebtedness of the c i t y  

sha l l  be= i n t e ~ e s t ,  e i ther  d i rec t ly  or inairect ly ,  a t  a r a t e  exceeding 
six percent per a m .  



Debt LifnS t 
Section 6-5. 

the c i t y  incurred 
The outstmding genera3--obllgn%ion indebtehass  of 

f o r  a l l  purposes, sha l l  not at m y  time exceed f i f t e e n  
percent of the ssaeased value 02 a l l  real. and parsonal\property i n  the 
c i ty .  I n  d e t e d n i n g  such debt l i m i t  of the city, my a3nourdt;s credited 
t o  or on deposit f o r  debt retirement, m d  any portion of reserve furids 
or  accounts pledged t o  the payment of %he principal mount of any out- 
standing general-obligation indebtedness, s h a l l  be deducted from the 
amount of the outstanding indebtedness. 

The debt lidt herein prescribed sha l l  not apply t o  debt incurred 
through the issuance of revenue b o n b  or other such evidences of in- 
debtedness when the only security i s  the revenues of the ut52ity or  
enterprise f o r  which issued, nor t o  Indeb-bedness t o  be p a d  from special  
assessments on the benefit ted property, nor t o  refunding indebtedae~~3 of 
the ci ty ,  nor t o  debt incurred "c meet appropri atdons Bos the f i sca l  
yew i n  mt%cipa%ion of the collec%ion of revenue f o r  tha t  year. 

Use of Unexpellded wd Unencumbered Babnces 
Section 6-6. Every bond or other evidence of indebtedness s h d - l  

contain a statement of the purpose fo r  wWnich it i s  issued, and. the 
proceeds thereof s h a l l  not be used fo r  my other purpose, excep* that ,  
whenever any proceeds of asz issue remain unapended a d  unencumbered 
for  the purpose f o r  wMch issued, the council. sha l l  authorize the use 
of such unexpended wd uaencmbered fm6s only f o r  the following pur- 
poses, which are l i s t e d  i n  descending order of pr ior i ty:  

(1)  For the retirement of ~ u c h  issue; 
(2) If sueb issue has been fully ret i red,  then f o r  the retirement 

of other bonds or  oblig~&fona of the ci ty;  
(3) If there we no other bonds or  obligations of the c i t y  out- 

standing, then f o r  m y  other capi ta l  improvement of a l i k e  
nature; 

(4) If such funds cannot be used fo r  the above purposes, %hen 
f o r  any purpose determined by the council. 

Vciding Authoriz&ion o f  Bonds, e t e ,  
Section 6 - 7  The cowneil, by resolution or ordinance: may void the 

authorization of any unsold bonds or  other evidences of indebtedness a% 
any time. If any bonds or other evidences of' indebtebess  w e  not sold 
withfn ten  y e a s  a f t e r  authorization, such authorizatfon shall be void 
as t o  the bonds or evidences of inc'i.eb%echess whfch remain unsold. 
No th ing  i n  t h i s  seetion sha l l  'be deemed t o  require the sale,  at the seme 
time nor i n  the s w e  series,  of a l l  bonds or  other evidences of In- 
debtedness authorized. 

Council t o  Have Power t o  Regulate 
Section 6-8. The council shall hwe  power t o  regulate the in- 

debtedness of the c i t y  aid the issuance 0% boxds md  other evidences 
of indebtebess ,  regardless of type or  purpose, including general- 
obligation, revenue, special-aases~nen-t,~ refunding a d  other, subJect 
only t o  the lixnita-tions 5mposed by "ce s t a t e  consti tution and law and 
this c h m e r .  



Power t o  Levy md Collect Special &see~menlis 
SectLon 7-1. The c i t y  sha l l  have power t o  levy and col lect  taxes 

i n  the form of special  ae&ssments upon property f n a limited and de- 
terminable area $or special  benefits conferred upon such property by any 
municipal work, service or iwprovem-nt; md  t o  provide f o r  the payment 
of a l l  o r  any part  of the cost of the work, service o r  improvement out 
of the proceeds of such special  assessments. 

Council May Detexmtne Recessity -- How Cost Way Be Pald 
Section 7-2.  The eorxncii may determine the necessity f o r  any -publie 

improvement. The cost of' a public improvement may be paid wholly by the 
ci ty ,  or  par t ly  by the c i t y  and pm.f;ly by benefit ted property, or  wholly 
by benefiLted property, ae %he council may deternine. Said cost or par t  
thereof" t o  be borne by benefit ted properby may be arsejesaed by special  
asses~ment upon %he beneii%led property. 

Local-Improvement Procedure 
Section 7-3. The e o w c i l  may begin proceclure Pox loca l  improve- 

ments e i ther  on i t s  own initiative or  upon receipt of s. pet i t ion.  The 
council sha l l  prescribe by o rd inace  complete special-assessment pro- 
cedures f o r  loca l  improvements w d  f o r  agreeznents f o r  f imlshing capi ta l  
improvements and the extension thereof i n  lieu of assessment. 

Special Assessment t o  Be 5n Propor%ion t o  Benefit -- Apportioning 
Section 7-4. Any special  asaessme~t fo r  loca l  Im-pxovemc;nts against 

property benefit ted %hereby sha l l  be i n  proportion to ,  arid shall not 
exceed, the value of the benefit  from %he l o c a l  improvement. The coun- 
c i l  sha l l  es tabl ish the method of appol-tioning a d  assessing the cost; of 
such improvement,s upon benefit ted property. 

Protests 
Section 7-5. If protes-ba 8,s t o  t k k e  necessity f o r  any loca l  improve- 

ment are  made by %he owners of benefit ted property which w i l l  bear fffky 
percent or  more of the estim.aLed cos t  of the improvement, the impxoveruemt 
sha l l  not proceed un%il  the protests  have been reduced so  that the  
property of those s t i l l  prokesting ~ h d l  not bear f i f t y  percent of %he 
said estimated cost of the improvemeal, except upon approval of t h e  coun- 
c i l b y  a vote of at l e a s t  s ix  members. 

Limitations on Suits w d  Actions 
Section 7-b. Ro special-assessment procedare shal l  be contested by 

m action a t  l a w  or i n  equity unless conmaeaced within sixty days afLer 
the confirnation of the special-aasesmerxt r o l l  therefor.  If no such 
action be so commenced, %Le procedure? f o r  such loca l  imp~ovement shall 
be conclusively presumed to have been regular atid complete. 

Lien f o r  Special Assessments 
Section 7-7. The c i t y  sha l l  have a firs% l i e n  upon d l  r e a l  prog- 

e r ty  against which special  assessments are assessed, f o r  the special 
assessments and. my collection sha.rges, penalties a d  i n t e re s t  which may 
a c c m l a t c  thereto; tznd the l i e n  shall. be of the  s m e  character, effect  



and duration, and sha l l  be enforceable i n  the same -ex, as the Lien 
f o r  c i t y  taxes. 

A l l  Real Property Liable fo r  Special Assessments 
Section 7-8. AIL r e a l  property, including such as is exempt Prom 

t a m t i o n  i n  accordance with law, shall  be Ifable  f o r  the cost of local. 
improvements assessed i n  meordance with t h i s  a r t i c l e  unless s p e c i f i c a l r  
exempted from special  assessments by law. 

ARTSCU VTII. 
PmFcIC UTILITIES ABD EITEBPRISES 

City-Operated Utilities aJnd Entexprises -- Separate 3Funds -- 
Ac c ount ing 

Section 8-1. The council may, by ordinmce, require tha t  any pub- 
l i c  u t i l i t y  or  e n t e ~ r i s ; e  which may be operated by the c i t y  shall be 
operated from a fund separate f roa  the general. f ind.  An accounting 
s;ystem f o r  emh  such f w d  sha l l  be established within the general 
accounting systen of the e i ty ,  and sha l l  be s o  s e t  up and mafnt&nea as 
%o re f l ec t  the  financial condition of the  enterprise and ii;~ income and 
expense. A balance sheet md  statement of income and expense (prof i t  
and loss)  sha l l  be made f o r  each such f ind  anaually and as often as %he 
couslcil may require. 

Franchises: Defined -- Granting 
Section 8-2. A franchise i s  a contract between the  c i t y  and a 

person providiw f o r  the pemon t o  furnish publ ic -u t i l i ty  service t o  
the c i t y  and i ts  inhabitants and permitting the person t o  use the  . 
streets ,  alleys,  b r i u e s ,  easements and other public  place^ of the c i t y  
i n  the furnishing of the public-uCility service. 

A irazl@Mse may be grantea t o  a person, extended, renewed o r  mended 
only by an or&immce accepted. as provided herelnbelowby the person t o  
whom the f r a n c h i ~ e  i s  granted, passed by the couneil, and approved a t  an 
election by a majority of the qualified voters voting on the  quest2on. 
After introduction, a copy of the  ordlinmce i n  i t s  f i n a l  form mst be i n  
the of f ice  of the  c i t y  clerk tsnd subject t o  public inspection f o r  a t  
l e a s t  one month before it i s  passed. Before pase;age, the council shall 
hold a public heaxing thereon, a notice of which mst have been published 
a t  l e a s t  one week pr ior  t o  the hearing. Also before passage, the gran- 
tee  must f i l e  with the c i t y  clerk K s  unconditional acceptmce of a l l  
te rns  of the frartehise, and i f  a special  e lect ion i s  t o  be held f o r  the 
purpose, must pay t o  the department of f i n w e  of the c i t y  an amount of 
money estimated by the c i t y  clerk t o  be adequate t o  pay all expenses of 
holding such election. 91 any balance rma ins  &er all such expenses 
have been paid, it skrall be repaid t o  the grantee. 

Sane: Terns and Condition6 
Section a-3. No franchise sha l l  be grzm$ed by the e i t y  fo r  8 t e rn  

exceed-lw twenty years, and every franchise shall contain a provision 
requiring the fjsanchise t o  take effect w i t h l l z  one y e w  a f t e r  the voters 
approve the ordinance g r a t i ~  it. Franchises may inelu.de provisions; 



f o r  f ixing u$ i l i t y  ra tes  and chargas, and may provide f o r  readjust~trents 
thereof; but the t e m s  of a frmch-ise s h a l l  not ltsait the power of the 
c i t y  t o  regulate such ra"l;es and charges. Witb respect t o  ivzy franchise 
granted a f t e r  t h i s  charter goes in to  effect ,  whether or not provided i n  
the franchise, t h e  c i t y  may: 

(1) Terninate %he franchise f o r  %he violat ion of any of its pro- 
visions, f o r  the misuse or  nonuse thereof, or  f o r  the violation 0% any 
regulation imposed by t h i s  eharber or  by ordinance; 

(2) Require proper and reaaomble extension of p l a t  and f a c i l i t i e s  
Eknd the  maintenance thereof a t  the highest prwt icable  stanawd of 
efficiency; 

(3 )  Establ%& reasonable standwds of service and g u d i t y  of prod- 
ucts, and prevent w j u s t  discrimination i n  service and rates;  

(4) Require continuous m d  unint;ermpted service t o  t he  public 
i n  aceordance wfth %he t%ms of the f rmcMse throughout the en t i r e  
perf od thereof; 

( 5 )  Impose other regulations itetenzined by -the council Co be eon- 
ducive t o  the health, sa$ety, welfare or  convenience of the gublic; 

( 6 )  Require the public: u t i l i t y  t o  permil joint u m  of i t s  property 
md  agpufienaraees located i n  the s t ree ts ,  alleys,  brid@;es, easements and 
other public p l a e e ~ ,  by the c i t y  &ad by other public u t i l i t i e s ,  i n s o f a  
as such joint  use may be reasonably practicable, and upon p-ent of 
reasonable r en ta l  therefor; and i n  the absence of agreement, upon appli- 
cation by the m l i c  u t i l i t y ,  provi&e f o r  wbikra-bion of the t e m s  and 
conditions of such joint  use and the compensation t o  be p&a therefor; 

(7) Require the  public u t i l i t y  t o  pay any par% of the oost of 
improvement o r  maintenmca of s-kreets, alleys,  bridges, easements ac?. 
other public places, t ha t  a r i ses  from i t s  use thereof, and t o  protect 
and save the  c i t y  h a m l e s ~  from (a11 damwes ar is ing from such use; axid -- 

(8) Require the  public u t i l i t y  t o  f i l e  with any designated c i t y  
of f icer  or  off icers  reports concerning the u t i l i t y  and i t s  f inancial  
operation and sta'tus, ma such c9J.awings and maps of the proposed location 
or  location and nature of i t s  pipes, conduits, wires and other f a c i l i t i e s  
as the  council may regueat; and require the pu'nlic u t i l t t y  t o  permit 
dewign~ted eSty officers t o  inspect i t s  books and. other records. 

Same : Sale or Assignment 
Section 6-4. The grantee of! a franchise may not s e l l ,  assign, 

sublet, o r  allow another t o  use the sane, unless the council gives i t s  
consent. Nothing i n  thls section sha l l  limit the r ight  of the grantee 
t o  mortgage h i s  property o r  franchise, nor sha l l  it r e s t r i c t  the r ights  
of the purchaser, upon foreclosure sale,  t o  operate the  sme; but such 
mortgagee or purchaser shall be sub$ect t o  the t e r n  09 the franchise, 
the provisions of this charter and the ordinances of the c i ty .  

Dis t r ic t  Magistra%e Court -- IiYXunicipaL COT=% 
Section 9-1. The d i s t r i c t  migistrate court now au-bhorized by l a w  

t o  hew and deLe&n@ cases wisfag c:?t of violeAions of c i t y  ordinances, 



or  any other court which may hereaf ter  be so authorized by l a w ,  s h a l l  
have ju r i sd ic t ion  t o  hear and determine cases a r i s ing  out of  v iola t ions  
of t h i s  char ter  and of t he  ordinances of t he  c i t y  unless the  council by 
ordinance creates  a municipal court and vests  such Jur i sd ic t ion  i n  it. 
Unless otherwise indicated by t he  sor?ext, t he  tern municipal c o u ~ t  m d  
municipal Judge may a l so  be used respectively i n  re fe r r ing  t o  t he  sa id  
d i s t r i c t  mag.t~itra.te court and d i s t r i c t  magistrate o r  other c u l l r t s  =d 
Judges having sa id  jur isdic t ion.  

Minor-Violations Bureau 
Section 9-2. The council by ordinance may create  a minor-violations 

bureau with author i ty  t o  dispose of cases w i s i n g  out of designated minor 
viola t ions  of ordinances, such as  minor t z&f i c  and parking viola t ions ,  
when the  accused waives h i s  r i g h t  t o  be heard i n  court, pleads gui l ty ,  
and. pays Fines and costa .  

Penal t ies  
Section 9-3. The council by ordtnance s h a l l  have power t o  prescribe 

t he  punishment f o r  v io la t ions  of the  char ter  and ordinances of the  c i t y ,  b u t  
such punishment s h a l l  not exceed a f i n e  of th ree  hundred do l l a r s  or  imprison- 
ment f o r  more than t h i r t y  days, o r  such grea te r  f i n e  o r  longer imprison- 
ment a s  may be authorized by l a w ,  or  both such f i n e  and Imprisonment, 
and cos ' t ;~ of prosecution. When a judgment d i r ec t s  t h a t  the  defendant 
pay a f i n e  and/or cos t s  and he fails t o  do so, he s h a l l  be imprisoned 
u n t i l  t h e  f i n e  and/or costs  a re  sa%is f ied  a t  a r a t e  per day t o  be detcr-  
mined by ordinance, which cannot exceed one day f o r  every f i v e  do l la r s  
of" t he  f i n e  and costs,  except i n  cases where t he  council  by ordinance 
provides t h a t  unpaid f i ne s  cos t s  shall. be s a t i s f i e d  i n  another 
manner. 

Also t he  council by o rd in~nce  may provide f o r  the  suspension o r  
revocation of a p e m i t  o r  l i cense  issued by the  c i t y  when t he  permnittee 
o r  l icensee i s  convicted 09 v io la t ing  any orfinance provision r e l a t i ng  
t o  the  pr ivi lege,  action, business, profession, trade,  o ther  vocation or 
th ing f o r  which the permit o r  l icense  was issued, ns well  a s  f o r  such 
suspension o r  revocation i n  other ways. Such suspension o r  revocation 
on such v io la t ion  may be considered pulaishnent and/or a measure f o r  the  
public peace, health, sa fe ty  or  welfare, a s  t h e  c o u c l l  may determine by 
ordinanee. 

Pardons, Paroles and Corn t a t i ons  
Section 9-4. The mayor s h a l l  have power t o  pardon or  t o  parole 

any person convicted of a viola,%ion of t h i s  char ter  o r  of my ordinance, 
and t o  commute sen%ences therefor .  The council  b y  ordinance s h a l l  have 
power t o  regulake and t o  l i m i t  t he  power granted by t h i s  section, and 
t o  provide t h a t  the  mayor may grant  a pardon, parole o r  c o r n t a t i o n  i n  
my or  a11 cases only upon recommendation o r  with approval of t h e  coun- 
cil. o r  of a board. created by ordinance. 



Annual Elections -- Time 
Section 10-1. Thkre sha l l  be no pximasy election, but only a gener- 

al election, herein also called regulw election, for  the election of the 
Blayor and, other oouncllmen. Such election shall be held on the f i r a t  
Tuesday i n  October every year. 

Two-Year Terms -- Election 8% Lmge -- NonpEbzrtis~uz Elections 
Section 10-2. A t  the regulw election i n  1961, mB at the regulm 

election held evexy two yews thereafter,  a mayor sha l l  be elected. A% 
every regular election after this charter goes in to  effect,  t h e e  coun- 
cilmen shall be elected. 

The mayor and other eounciZmen shall 'be elected f o r  overZapping 
t e m s  of two years, and sha l l  sewe thereafter u n t i l  t h e i r  respective 
sucoessors are elected and gualifyj provided that ,  if only one o r  two 
councilmen are  elected and qualify i n  any yeas (beaause of f a i lu re  o f  
other candidates t o  f i l e  or f o r  o%her cause), then lotw ahal l  be casL i n  
a meeting of the  council md under i t s  direction t o  determine which of 
those councilmen whose t e m s  are  about t o  expire aabll. oontfnue t o  serve. 

The terms of office of $he mayax and other councilnnen sha l l  begin 
on the first Honctay a f t e r  t h e i r  election. ZP the mayor-elect or  a 
councilatan-elect f&ls t o  qualify within one mon-bh a f t e r  the beginning 
of h i s  term, his elect ion shall be void. 

The myor and other cozmoiMen sha"L1 be elected at large, by the 
qualified voters of the en t i r e  c i ty ,  by secret ba l lo t .  The elect ion 
shall be nonpartisan, and no paxty designation or emblem shall be placed 
on %he ba l lo t .  

F i l ing  
Section 10-3. Any gualified person m y  have his name placed on tihe 

ba l lo t  f o r  the elact ion as a candidate for  mayor or  councilman by filing, 
no"core than one month and at l e a s t  "ctro weeks pr ior  t o  the! election, 
with the c i t y  clerk, a sworn declaration of h is  cand2hcy. 

Voting -- Who ElecCod 
Section 10-4. Eveqy qualifted voter of %he c i t y  sha l l  be en t i t l ed  

Co vote f o r  one candidate f o r  mayor f o r  three candidates f o r  council- 
man. On the ba l lo t s  between the  t i t l e  of the o f i i m  ewld the  names of 
the cmdidates, shall be placed the instruct ion "Vote f o r  one" o r  "Vote 
Pox three", as the case may ba. A voter may also write i n  the name of, 
and vote for ,  a person whoae nme does not appeaY. on Ohe bal lo t .  The 
candidate f o r  mayor r e c e i ~ i n g  the greategt number of votm ahal l  be 

ed. The three, crandidatesl f o r  oouncllman receiving the greatest  
r of vo6sls a h a l l  be eleated. I n  case of a t ie ,  the election shed1 

be determined f a i r l y  by l o t  from among the  candid,&tees t y i n d ~ ; ,  i n  a meet- 
ing of the council and nridsr i t s  direction. 

F i l l ing  Vacsknciee a% ElecCioras 
Section 10-5. When rs, mayor md/or cowncilman or aoulzcihen w e  

being clalected t o  fill a vacancy or vaxlwci~s f o r  the unexpired tern or 
term, the p r o ~ i ~ f o m  of this charter ~ h a l 1  agply ars i n  the election of 



a mapr a;nd/or councilmen fo r  regalar terns, Insofar. as applicable. The 
phrases "for one-yeax term", md "for regular two-yew tern' ' ,  as the case 
may be, shall be placed af'c,er the t i - t les  of the offfees on the ba l lo t  as 
necessary t o  ident i fy the places on the council being f i l l e d  at such 
election. 

Council t o  Be Judge of Election and &ualifica;t,ions of I t a  Members 
Section 10-6. The council sha l l  be the judge of the  elect ion aJld 

qualifications of i t a  own aembers, incbudAng the myor, subject %o 
3udicial review a5 m w  be provided by Saw. 

Qua2ified Voter Defined 
Section 10-7. Every qualified. voter as defined i n  Article V of the 

Alaska Constitution, who- resides vtthfn t h i s  c i ty ,  shall be enti-kled t o  
vote i n  any election and on any city question thereat; provided that ~ u c h  
qualified voter nruat a3m posses8 my other gualificationki: prescribed. by 
or  i n  accordance wtth la;w f o r  voting on bond iasues before 2.le shall. 'be - 

entitled t o  vote on bond iasues. 

Pol i t i ca l  Activity of Officesa and Eknployees 
Section LO-6. Eo off iaer  or employee of the c i t y  excegt the mayor 

and ot;her couneihen, may work f o r  or flgainst, o r  attempt -to influence, 
the eleetfon o r  defeat of any candidate fo r  mayor or councilman, o r  the  
r eca l l  b f  the Inrayor or  any coua?oibm; provided tha t  this &all not pso- 
h ib i t  %he ordinary exercise of one's r ight  t o  express his opinions agd 
t o  vote. Any person who violates  t h i s  section, sha l l  be removed from 
off ice or  employment by the authority having power t o  remove him. 

Calling Special Elections -- Questions Submitted at  Elections -- 
Notice 

Section 10-9. The council, by reso1uf;ion or  ordinance, s h a l l  ca l l ,  
o r  s h a l l  authorize tb nayor by proclamation t o  ca l l ,  every special 
election. I n  the a% m,-er, questions magr Be submitted t o  the voters 
a t  a special  election 8% the t i n e  it is  cal led or l a t e r ,  o r  at a regulm 
election. &usstions may also be ~ ~ b m i t L e d  a% ele@"coon as provided I n  
other sections of' t h i s  charter.  The c i t y  clerk shall publish i n  .full 
e v e q  chaxter ~ e ~ ~ e n t  m d  every ordinance which is t o  be submitted t o  
the voters a% arn elect ion fo r  approval or  enactment, except a referred 
ordinance which was published i n  fill a t e r  passage, not more % h a  four 
weeks and at; l e a s t  two weeks before the election at which it i s  t o  be 
submitted. 

Canvassing Ret;urn& -- Cex-blficates of Election 
Section 10-10, The council s k ~ l 1  canvass the returns of all c i t y  

erlections, regular a d  speaial, and shall ascertain Pu?d declare the 
resu l t s  thereof; provid& tha t  the council m y  delegate this function 
t o  a board create8 by orcl.inance. The e i t y  clerk sha l l  promptly prepare, 
sign and issue eertifiaaLes of election, sealed with the eea3, of the 
eity,  t o  a l l  pemons elected t o  off ice.  

~ y t o  Govern RXectiom When 
Section 10-11. The provisions o f  Ztlw ~lpplicable t o  c i t y  elections, 



sha l l  govern ele@-t;ians of this c i t y  insofear as they a re  apglioable and 
m e  not superseded by this charter or  by ordinance. 

In i t i a t ive  and Befenrendtun: Authorized -- Exceptions 
Section 11-1. The qua3lifled voters of  the c i ty ,  by the in i t i a t ive ,  

may propose md enact &ny o r ~ n m ~ e  which tihe council has power t o  en- 
act under t h i s  charter mcept as othemsdse psnided i n  C M 6  section. 
The qualified. voters of the c i t y ,  by the rsPerendum, may approve os 
re jec t  a n ~ r  ordfnanse passed, by the council except as otherwise proapided 
i n  this section. 

Orcl=.inmces dedicating revenues, ordi.nmces m&ing, re3ealing, 
, or o t h d M s e  c ng a p p r ~ p r i a % i o n ~  ord5na;nces creat3.w 

courts, defining the jwisd ie t ion  of @oux%s or  prescribing t h e i r  rules, 
a d  special  ordinances, 812Etgl not be embJe@t t o  e i ther  the  i n i t i a t i v e  
or the referendum. Ordinances grmtixlg, fpxtending or  renewlng frstacMses 
f o r  public u t i l i k i a s  shall not be subject t o  the i n i t i a t ive .  Ordinances 
necessary %or t h ~  imtaedia-t;e presemation of the  public paaw, hea12;h9 o r  
safety (herein cal led emergenqy o r ~ n a c e s ) ,  shall not be stPbJe~t t o  tk 
referendum. 

Pet i t ions 
Sec%$on 12-2. An ini%ia%ive pe,t;ition or a referendum pet i t ion  s h d 1  

contain a copy of the o r a n m e e  ini t ia%ad o r  sought t o  be referred. A 
copy of %he pe t i t ion  s k l l b e  f i l e d  MLh the c i t y  clerk before copies are 
circulated f o r  signa-burea. The pe t i t ion  s h l l  then be signed by a nwn- 
ber of qudif.iie& vo"cer oof %he c i t y  equal at l eas t  t o  twenty-five per- 
cent of' the  t o t a l  votes cas t  at the 9snanedf&%cLy preceding regular c i t y  
election. An i n i t i a t i v e  pe t i t ion  with ~u%fic ien% signatures must 'be 
f i l e d  within one month r the eogy was original ly  f i l ed  as herefn- 
above provided, A rafe peCition wlth suff ic ient  signatures mst 
be f i l e d  wltb3.n om month after passage and publication of the ordinance 
sought t o  be $eferre&. Tdhen a aptrafe~enCPum petiLion with signatures is  
thus f i led ,  the ordinance sought to be referred shall no* go in to  e f fec t  
u ~ t i 1  the  pe t i t ion  i e  f inally fomd t o  be illegaJ. and/or insufficient,  
or, i n  cam the peLXtion i s  found t o  be l ega l  awid satfficien%, u n t i l  the  
voeers approve the o r a n a c e  as provide& below i n  this axtide. Each 
copy of am inl%iat.ive o r  a rchgferendm pet i t ion  f i l e d  rust beax an a f f i -  
davit signed by %he gua;liffed votes who elrcula%ed the copy s ta t ing  that 
each of the  signers who signed the  copy signed i t  i n  his presence, that 
he believes tha t  each hb;: ~%ated,  Mo rime eua& address correctly, and 
that he believes e m k r  signer i s  a, qualified vo%er of the ci ty.  Within 
one rnon%B a f t e r  the pe t i t ion  i~ fffbed, the c i t y  clerk, wtth such ass i s t -  
ance from the  c i t y  a,$torney as he & m a  necessary, aha11 ascertain 
whe%her the pe t i t ion  %a leg&. and has suffLcien% signatures, and sha l l  
oe r t i fy  M s  finding. B3.a f%ndl. shall be subject t o  judicial  review. 

Ballot T3%163 an& Proposition -- Submission 
Section 11-3, If rn rinitlakiva or  s rtxtkmimdwn, peti'tlon i s  found -tc 



be Legal ad. t o  have s@ficien% afgnatmm, the  c i t y -  clerk, with such 
assistance Prom the c i t y  a.ttomey ELB he deems necessary, sha l l  pregwe 
the ballot tith a d  propo%ition f o r  the ordinance. The e i t y  clerk 
ehPs3.l place %he question on %he ballot, ROT the next reguletr or spwitzl, 
c i t y  election held not less than two months e e r  final determination of 
the legaJi ty  ma sa;lffLciencsy of the ps t i t lon .  Ifhe council by resolution 
or  ordinance may ca l l ,  o r  au-thorize the mayor by proc2mation t o  c a l l ,  
a special  elec'tfoan f o r  the  purpose. If, i n  the ease of an i n i t i a t i v e  
petition, %he eomci l ,  at least o m  mn%h before the election, enacts 
an ordinance m b ~ t a a t i z d l y  the ame as %he one i n  %he petxltlon, the 
pet i t ion s'bLLX be vold. 

Vote Required -- Effect 
Section 11-b. I f  a maJority of the votes cast  on the proposition 

Recall 
Section 11-6. A91 inemben+,c of e leet iva off ices  of the c l ty ,  in- 

o1az&ing persons chosen t o  f i l l  vaemcfes i n  such offices,  s W Z  be mb- 
Ject t o  r e c a l l  from off ice by the qualified voters of the c i ty .  Pro- 
cedures and ~ ~ O U R ~ S  f o r  r e c a l l  shall be -such as may be prescrl.bed by law. 
The eoun@ilby  or&inace may further rt;gula%e the r e c a l l  insofar as  such 
repla tLon is not i n  @o&lLet with the s t a b  constitution or  law. 

CooperaX;ion with Other Units of ~ v e r m e n t  -- Transfer of Powers 
and Functions 

SectionS2-l.  Agreeanenta, includhg those f o r  coope~at ive or Joint 
adminfstratiori of aqy fi.ncr.tion or  power, m y  be made by the c o u c i l  wfth 
my other loca l  $ovement ,  with %he state ,  o r  with the United States, 
unless otherwise provided by l a w  o r  -by t M a  chrker .  The council m a ~ y  
-transfer t o  the borough in which this c i t y  is located any of the c i t y ' s  
powers and finatdons u.Pess pro%leblLed by law or  thts e h u t c r ,  and may 
in l ike  m-er revoke t h e  tmvwfkrt melz agreement for  cospera%ive or 



Joint administration of any function or  power, or suoh t ransfer  of any 
power o r  function t o  the borough, or  the revocation of any such trass- 
fer, shall be made only by a nonemergency ordinance or  by authority of 
such ordinance. Procedures f o r  making contracts prescribed i n  any other 
sections of t h i s  charter sha l l  not apply t o  agreenents made pursuant t o  
this section. 

Ci%y t o  Be Represented on Borough Assembly 
Seation 12-2. 'The council shaJ.1 choose one or  more of i t s  members 

t o  represent t h i s  c i t y  on the borough assembly, as  may be provided by 
law o r  borough charter. 

Publicity of Records 
Section 12-3. All records and accounts of every office, department 

or  agency oP the  c i t y  government, except records azzd, docments the  dis- 
closure of which would tend t o  defeat the l aWl  purpose which they ase 
intended t o  accomplish, s h a l l  be open t o  public inspection. 

Amenbent of Charter: P x o p o s ~ ,  Approval -- Form 
Section 12-41. '2ropo'sa.l~ t o  amend this c h e e r  may be made i n  

e l ther  of the  following-WE~~S;: (1) The qualified voteEs of the ~ i t y ,  
=Dy initig;t ive petit ion, may i n i t i a t e  mendments t o  this chartier i n  the 
sane mmner, as nearly as may be, as they may i n i t i a t e  ordinances; and 
(2) the ,  council by xesolutioq o r  orctinance m y  propose, and submit o r  
provide f o r  the submission of, charter amendments t o  the  q u U f i e d  
voters of .  the c i ty ,  A charter amendment init ia$ed by pe t i t ion  of the  
qualified voters shall be submitted t o  the qualified voters at a regular 
or special election i n  the same manner as an i n i t i a t e d  ordinance and 
subject t o  the s w e  r e ~ l a t i o n s ,  as nemly as may be. A charter amnd- 
m a t  proposed by the council may be submiLted t o  the qualiffed voters 
of the c i t y  at any regular o r  special election held not l e s s  than two 
mon-bhs a f t e r  passlsge of  the said resolution or  ordinance. Any amend- 
mentthus submitted t o  the qualified voters, shall become effect ive 
upon approval by a maJority of the quaJifled voters who vote on the 
qaestioa. of approval. Tf more than one amenhent are  proposed, all of 
then except those which m e  so interrelated tha t  they shoula be approved 
or  reJected together, shaAl be submitted i n  such wanner ChaC the votera 
may vote on them separately. A proposition t o  amend t h i s  charter may be 
e i ther  i n  the  f o m  of a proposed amernbm-b t o  a par% or parts of the  
charter o r  of a proposed new chaster. A copy o r  copies of every c-sr 
amendmen% approved by $he qualiPied voters, sha l l  be f i l ed  as m y  be 
required by l a w .  

It is hereby recognized tha t  the  manner of adoption, amendment and 
repeal of home-rule charters may be regulated by law; and any binding 
provision of the  s t a t e  consIAtution o r  law regula-bing suoh manner shall 
prevail  over any c o n f l S c t ~  provision of this chaxter or  of any era- 
name. 

Separability Clause 
SecCion 12-5'. I f  a court of competent jurisdiction should hold any 

seetion o r  part  of O h i s  chmter  invalid, such holding shall  not af4sc-b - 
the remainder of t h i e  oharOer nor the context i n  whiah such section or  



We, the undersigned members of the Charter Commission of the City of 
Juneau, Alaaka, duly elected i n  aceordame with Chapter 196 of the  1959 
Session Laws of the State  of Alaska, rzeting aa said Charter Commission, 
s t a t e  tha t  the ~ s ; l d  Charter Commission has prepared the above Charter of 
the Cf t y  of Juneau, fUaska, and do hereby approve eknd propose the said 
Charter, and d i rec t  t ha t  it be f i l e d  i n  the off ice of the City Clerk of 
the said City; and fur ther  d i rec t  t ha t  this Char'csr o f  %he City of Juneau, 
Alaska, s h a l l  be submitted t o  the qualified voters of the City of Juneau, 
Alaska, a t  the regulw c i t y  electron which shaII be held. on Tuesday, 
October 4, 1960, f o r  ralificatSon o r  rejection, i n  aecordanee trsfth 1&w. 

I n  wLtness whereof, we hereunto subscribe our names, t h i s  the 4 t h  
7 

day of August , 1960, i n  tbe City or' Jweau, Alaska. 

S/ John H .  Graf S/ Marshall Erwin 

George W. Rogers S /  Kenny J. Thibodeau 

S /  Dora M. Sweeney S/ Mildred R. Hermann 

S/ Gerald M. Godkin S /  J. B. Burford 

Chafman, Charter Commission 

S/ Dora N. Sweenev - 
Secretary, Charter Comnis'sion 

Filed i n  the off ice of the  CSty Clerk of the Ci ty  of Juneau, Alaska, 
August 8 , 1960. . 

S/ Harold Cargin 
City Clerk 




