
  
  

 

PROTECT YOUR 
PROPERTY FROM 
FLOODING 
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INSIDE THE HOME 

PREPARE OR 
UPDATE A LIST OF 

BELONGINGS 

Documenting all of your belongings will help with the 
insurance claims process. Consider taking photos of 
high-value items or doing a video walkthrough of your 
home to document its contents. 

GET FLOOD 
INSURANCE 

Most homeowners insurance 
policies don’t cover �ood damage. 
Protect your investment by purchasing 
�ood insurance for your home and 
contents, even if you do not live in 
a high-risk �ood zone. 

STORE 
VALUABLES 

Store valuables and important 
documents in waterproof or 
water-resistant containers above the BFE 
(preferably on an upper �oor). Make copies 
and store them online or offsite. 

For more 
information on 
purchasing �ood insurance 
through the National Flood 
Insurance Program, visit 
FloodSmart.gov or contact 
your agent to get coverage. 

ELEVATE UTILITIES 
ABOVE THE BFE 

Elevate or �oodproof mechanical units, furnaces, water 
heaters, electrical systems, and other utilities on 
masonry, concrete, or pressure-treated lumber at least 
12 inches above the BFE. 

REPLACE CARPETING 
WITH TILES 

Tiles are more �ood-resistant than carpet. Using tile or 
other �ood-resistant materials in areas below the BFE 
can help reduce water damage. 

FLOODPROOF 
BASEMENTS 

If you have a basement, minimize damage by �oodproo�ng 
your basement and sealing walls with waterproo�ng 
compounds. Consider installing a sump pump. 

INSTALL FLOOD 
VENTS 

Install �ood vents in foundation 
walls, garages, and other 
enclosed areas to allow water 
to �ow through, drain out, 
and lower the risk of 
structural damage. 

USE FLOOD-RESISTANT 
INSULATION & DRYWALL 

Flood-resistant insulation and drywall will help minimize 
damage and can be easily cleaned and sanitized. 

PREVENT SEWAGE 
BACK-UP 

In some areas, �ooding can cause sewage to back 
up through drain pipes in your home. Consult with a 
plumber and, if applicable, invest in a sewer back�ow 
valve to prevent this potential health hazard. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
When following National Flood 
Insurance Program regulations, 
vents can also help lower 
insurance rates. 

https://FloodSmart.gov






https://www.fema.gov/protect-your-property
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https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/21471
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3729
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/13261
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