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49.70.300 Landslide and avalanche areas. 

(a) Generally. 

(1) Development in all landslide and avalanche areas shall minimize the risk of loss of life or property due 
to landslides and avalanches.  

(2) Boundaries of potential and severe avalanche areas will be as shown on the landslide and avalanche 
area maps dated September 9, 1987, consisting of sheets 1—8, as the same may be amended from 
time to time by the assembly by ordinance.  

(3) Notwithstanding any other provision, all subdivision other than a boundary line relocation and all 
development greater than a single-family dwelling within landslide or avalanche areas shall require a 
conditional use permit.  

(4) If a developer disagrees with the boundaries shown on the maps, the developer may seek 
departmental relocation of the boundaries by submitting site specific studies prepared by a civil 
engineer experienced in avalanche and landslide analysis. Such studies shall include detailed analyses 
of topography, vegetation, potential snow accumulation, and other factors. The results should indicate 
actual hazard area boundaries and potential debris flow direction, time, distance and mass. If, in the 
opinion of the city engineer, the studies clearly establish that the map boundaries are inaccurate and 
the proposed development is outside a severe avalanche area or outside any avalanche or landslide 
area, the department shall proceed accordingly.  

(5) The commission may require mitigating measures certified as effective by a professional engineer for 
development in landslide and avalanche areas. Such measures may include dissipating structures or 
dams, special structural engineering, or other techniques designed for the site. Mitigating measures 
may also include reduction in the proposed density.  

(b) Severe avalanche areas. 

(1) Notwithstanding any other provision, no development or any part of a development, which is within a 
severe avalanche area shall, by the addition of bedrooms, conversions of buildings, or otherwise, 
increase the density of that parcel; provided, however, that a single-family house may be constructed 
on a vacant lot.  

(2) No subdivision shall be approved which creates a lot lacking sufficient building space outside a severe 
avalanche area.  

(c) Warning and disclaimer of liability. Avalanches and landslides may occur outside hazard areas in excess of 
engineering expectations. The location and severity of the event may be increased by manmade or natural 
causes. This article does not imply that land outside of designated hazard areas, or uses permitted within 
such areas, will be free from danger or damage. This article shall not create liability on the part of the City 
and Borough of Juneau or any officer or employee thereof for any damages that result from reliance of this 
article or any administrative decision lawfully made under this article.  

(Serial No. 87-49, § 2, 1987; Serial No. 90-03, § 1, 1990; Serial No. 2006-15, § 23, 6-5-2006) 
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