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Below is a sampling of crime statistics from Juneau and other Alaskan cities.

City Population | Year Violent Crime Murder
Anchorage | 280,068 2008 2,647 10
Juneau 30,988 2008 123 1
Fairbanks | 30,817 2005 306 2
Kenai 7,472 2005 31 0
Ketchikan | 7,516 2005 44 1
Forcible Aggravated Property
Rape Robbery Assault Crime
Anchorage | 263 544 1,830 9,211
Juneau 27 9 86 1,175
Fairbanks | 47 65 192 1,587
Kenai 3 0 28 284
Ketchikan | 15 2 26 536
Burglary Larceny/Theft | Vehicle Theft Arson
Anchorage | 1,191 7,254 766 106
Juneau 141 974 46 5
Fairbanks | 227 1,155 205 10
Kenai 46 226 12 *
Ketchikan | 58 445 33 *

Recognizing a need, the International Association of Chief’s of Police (IACP) formed the
Committee on Uniform Crime Records in the 1920’s to develop a system to report crime
statistics uniformly. This committee completed a plan for crime reporting that became
the foundation of the UCR Program in 1929. The plan included offense definitions for
seven major offense classifications known as Part 1 crimes and gauged fluctuations in the
overall volume and rate of crime. The seven Part 1 crimes included the violent crimes of
murder and non-negligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated assault,
and the property crimes of burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft. In 1979,
arson was added by congressional mandate.

Today the UCR Program is a cooperative statistical effort made by more than 17,000 city,
university and college, county, state, tribal, and federal law enforcement agencies. The
collected data is used by criminologists, sociologists, legislators, municipal planners, the
media, and other students of criminal justice for various research and planning purposes.
In 2007, law enforcement agencies active in the UCR Program represented more than 285
million U.S. inhabitants or 94.6% of the total population.
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Vehicle Theft
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Use of Force

Juneau police officers made 1,197 arrests in 2008. The officers reported using force to
effect only 22 of those arrests. Only 1.8% of the arrests made by the Police Department
required the use of force. The following charts illustrate the point.

Officers at the Juneau Police Department take great pride in their ability to diffuse most
situations without using force. The officers are provided with many hours of training
regarding the use of force and understand that it is to be used only when necessary.
Police officers derive their authority to use force to effect arrests and protect lives from
Alaska State Statutes.

2008 Use of Force Selections
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The use of force against police officers, particularly deadly force, is also tracked by the
FBI. Fallen officers are memorialized by the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial Fund (NLEOM), a nationwide organization. In 2008, 133 police officers were
killed in the line of duty. Since 1792, the NLEOMEF reports that 18,662 officers have
died serving their community and country. That is a staggering number, and even more
sobering when you visit the Memorial in Washington D.C., where the names of four
Juneau Police officers are etched on the marble walls with the others. September 11,
2001 was the deadliest day for law enforcement officers in the United States. On that
day, 72 officers were killed as a result of the terrorist attacks on New York City.

JPD Chaplain Sam Dalin Lauren Hatch, daugtef f fé. Blain Hatch, sings the National
Anthem at the 2009 Police Memorial service.

Alex Reishus, daﬂgﬁt;r of the late Officer Karl Relshiis, pl
during the 2009 Police Memorial service.
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Patrol

The majority (37) of the sworn officers at JPD are assigned to Patrol. These officers
currently work a blended 10 and 12 hour shift schedule and are divided into five “teams”.
Each of the teams is supervised by a Sergeant. As in most police departments, Patrol is
the backbone and face of our organization.

Lieutenant Ed Mercer

Lieutenant Ed Mercer currently has the responsibility of managing patrol services. Lt.
Mercer came to JPD from Sitka PD and brings 17 years of law enforcement experience to
the position. He is also one of the Department’s two polygraphists. He reports to the
Operations Commander.
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In addition to the normal patrol functions of the Department, officers are afforded the
opportunity to work selective enforcement programs that are funded by grants awarded to
JPD. We work cooperatively with the USDA Forest Service to provide additional patrol
to areas such as the Mendenhall Campground, Auke Rec and Lena Point during hours
when there may be no Forest Service officer on-duty. The Alaska Highway Safety Office
provides grant monies to compensate JPD officers for participating in the “Click it or
Ticket” and Driving While Intoxicated campaigns. Officers assisted with the Gold Medal
Basketball Tournament again this year by providing security for the event.

This is an often seen image
for drivers in Juneau, but not
nearly as often appreciated!
JPD officers make more than
5,000 traffic stops each year.

During 2008, JPD officers effected 1,197 arrests. Seventy six of those arrests were
juveniles. Arrests for warrants totaled 124. Officers served 212 summonses and issued
5,324 moving violation citations. The City and District Attorney’s offices prosecute
criminal offenses, but for infractions such as traffic tickets, the officers present their own
testimony in court. These are known as “officer prosecute” offenses. For “optional
court” citations, the person receiving the citation can either go to court or pay the fine by
the court dates. Many people mail or come directly to JPD to pay the fine.

Community
Services Officer
Rebecca
Notmeyer greets a
member of the
public at the
service window at
the police station.

21



filn partnership with the people of Juneau, our mission is to make our city a place where people can live safely and without fear.”
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The Investigations Unit is assigned major offense crimes. The majority of its case load
includes sexual assault and sexual abuse cases. It also investigates fraud and other
property crimes as appropriate. The unit handled 185 cases in 2008. With
implementation of the new service delivery model, nearly all criminal cases requiring
follow up will be assigned to the Investigations Unit, thereby increasing the case load for
this unit. The officers assigned to Investigations get additional training in the areas of
homicide and sexual assault investigation, computer forensics and interviewing.

Much attention has been placed this year on the increased illicit use of
Oxycontin/Oxycodone in our community. Oxycontin is a highly addictive prescription
drug that is used to treat severe pain. It affects the lungs, heart, gastrointestinal tract and
other smooth tissue. Its side effects are similar to other opioids; constipation, nausea,
sedation, dizziness, vomiting, headache, dry mouth, sweating and weakness. Pinpoint
pupils are a sign of opioid overdose. Oxycontin addiction will leave users suffering
physically painful symptoms if their bodies do not get more. Signs of addiction include
but are not limited to: slow breathing, small pinpoint pupils, confusion, nodding off,
dizziness, weakness, apathy, cold/clammy skin, nausea, vomiting and seizures.

Oxycontin can be crushed and then ingested, snorted, smoked, or diluted and injected.
For these reasons, and because of the effects it creates, Oxycontin is often used in place
of heroin. In 2008, JPD investigated 125 drug related cases and made 38 drug arrests,
several of which were high profile Oxycontin dealers. Due to the high cost of obtaining
this drug, many users will resort to theft and burglary as a source of income to fund their
addictions. JPD will continue to do everything possible to locate and arrest these illicit
drug dealers and users. For more information on Oxycontin search the World Wide Web.

Below — Image of an 80mg Oxycontin
pill. Pills come in various colors.

Right — Graph showing trend in US
admissions into opioid rehab programs
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Records
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(L-R) Shannon McCormick, Brook Bassett, Cindy Ruby, Sandi Branum
and Heidi McKeown stand behind their supervisor, Karen Childers.

The Records Unit is the grist mill of our organization. It ensures police reports and other
records are processed in a timely manner. The employees “meet and greet” all the
visitors to our facility. They answer calls during normal business hours and provide
general assistance to customers. Without the efforts of these individuals, our cog in the
wheel of justice would come to a grinding halt. Staff from Records also assists with
JPD’s participation in the annual city-wide surplus auction and the JPD abandoned car
auction. They assist in cataloging the items as well as staffing the auction. In 2008, the
Records Unit accepted $606,945 in fees and fines that was transferred to the City’s

treasury and processed 2,314 records requests.

The 2009 abandoned
car auction was well
attended in spite of the
chilly temperatures.
JPD impounded 1,259
vehicles in 2008.
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Crisis Negotiations Team
And
Explosive Ordinance Disposal

The Crisis Negotiations and Explosive Ordinance Disposal Teams (CNT and EOD) are
highly specialized groups. The members of these teams get specialized training and are
tasked with responding to specific events. The EOD team responded in whole or part to
about 10 incidents last year. The most newsworthy event involved the discovery of
WWII munitions in a foot locker. When the EOD team locates a suspicious device or
object, it most often will X-Ray the object or examine it by another means. If unable to
determine if the object is explosive, the object may be moved to a place where it can be
rendered “safe”. The JPD EOD team is the only team of its kind in Southeast Alaska.

The bomb robot is
used to place an
explosive charge at the
trunk of a vehicle
containing suspicious
materials during EOD
training,

The Crisis Negotiations Team is utilized for “stand-off” or “barricaded” type of incidents.
It works closely with the SWAT team. The members of this group coordinate their
efforts to establish and maintain contact with hostile suspects via a “throw phone” or
other device. The goal of this group is to secure a peaceful resolution at every call out.
Like the EOD team, our CNT is the only one of its kind in Southeast Alaska. In the spirit
of community relations, our CNT and EOD teams are available to assist other agencies
throughout Southeast Alaska.
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L- Lead Dispatcher Margie Ramos receives her
award from Chief Browning

Below- Custodians Steve Williams and Rick
Smith

Conclusion

We hope you have found this edition of our Annual Report to be interesting and
informative. It continues to be a pleasure serving this community, and we look forward
to another year of progress at the Juneau Police Department.

33



