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1922
1st Aviation _ed
flight out of
Juneau.......

...but

arrived by
ship.

July 1922 Prest’s Polar Bear Il arriving in Skagway, AK.
Courtesy of EarlyAviators.com and Skagway Museum.

By July 1922, in a round-about way, Clarence “Ollie”
Prest, in his second attempt to fly to Alaska (originally for
Siberia), shipped his Curtiss Jenny biplane “Polar Bear
II” to Juneau where he reassembled on a beach in Thane
and flew Skagway and eventually to Fairbanks after

crashing in the interior; missing for a short period. \



1925-1930

1922 — Roy Jones and his plane
“Northbird”, a Curtiss MF flying boat
(Navy surplus), had a mechanical and
towed to Juneau. Jones departed
downtown JNU and did a ‘fly-by’ of
Juneau October 1922. 15t commercial
operator in Alaska (KTN). In May
1923, Jones departed Juneau and
made it to Petersburg in a record 82
minutes! His operation closed in
August 1923 after his aircraft
crashed.

In 1926, four Navy bi-planes
conducted aerial mapping of
Southeast Alaska.
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Alaska Tideland Survey showing the homestead boundaries, what
land CAA passed on to the city; and the need for the ATS. Shows,
how the airport land developed.






1929-1932

April 1929 — Anscel Eckmann with
Bob Ellis make 15t non-stop from
Seattle to Juneau (downtown dock -
Juneau Motor Co.) in an Alaska
Washington Airways’ Lockheed Vega
named “Juneau’.

Alaska State Library-Historical Collections

Juneau’s 1st airline became Alaska
Southern Airways in 1932 and
continued operations downtown




1930-1935

s »
S — — -(~‘\
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1934 - Pacific Alaska Airways (PAA) purchases Alaska
Southern Airways. PAA also purchases 75 acres from
Joe Kendler (part of Alaska Juneau Dairy Homestead)
for construction of an airfield. This property was the
southern fraction of the US Survey and use of accreted
land and land rights.

Note: During this time, if accreted land was not claimed (by survey), Dept of Interior would own.
As far as we know, this accreted property was not claimed. The runway appears to have been
built on this accreted land.
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:
1930-1935

-

| = O " 7
1934 - Preliminary work to begin on PAA’s
airfield in the flats. PAA to excavate; while
Feds provide $1500. Crews pulled off road
work to build Juneau airport.

Bids called by PAA for work on new airport
‘out Glacier Hwy'. Runway to be 300’ x

1800’

WORK TO START
ON EMERGENCY
FIELD MONDAY
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Get Field mn Shape for
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Downtown operations as

1935-1940 busy as ever Iin late
1930s. PAA had airport; all
others downtown.

edcoatescollection.com
Alex Holden, Jim Davis &

M E Monagle form Marine
Airways downtown Juneau

\ / in 1936.
In 1939 Alaska Air Transport merged with Marine

Airways to form Alaska Coastal Airways (Airlines)
...... more mergers to come. 13

Alaska Air Transport in downtown Juneau
with his Stinson “Patco” in 1935.
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Alaska Coastal Airways Lockheed Express Vega

Ellis merged with
Alaska Coastal in
1962 to form Alaska
Coastal-Ellis...

Ellis Air Transport Waco NC16810
Photo Via The Late Jim Ruotsala

Bob Ellis started Ellis Air
(Lines) in 1936. After the
bombing of Pearl Harbor in

|
|
'

1941, Ellis sold some planes ...and in 1968
to the Navy for the ‘cause’. taken over by an
established

Sidebar Alaska Airlines. y






1935-1940

Farm east of current 1936 - PAA f|e|d iS not

free ?ye.rs' available for general traffic.
g - L.F. (Frank) Barr, who runs

an air service between Atlin

to Juneau Is forced to land

on Danner’s farm land.

,..- 4 - ) 3
’ Mg

arr Air Transport|







1935-1940

Northern route already
established with wheel
plane, but not a
southern route.

The Alaska Clipper making her firgt landing at the
Juneau Airport.

Note: After researching various ‘clippers’, this plane appears to be the Baby Clipper
as discussed, but the name Alaska Clipper refers to the larger S-42 (see next slide)

August 1938 -1st landing at the Juneau Airport for PAA Sikorsky S-
43 “Baby Clipper”. Experimental flight linked air mail express &
passengers on the Southeast route by wheel plane.

Marked the start of extensive research/monitor of weather &
charted weather patterns/contours (by month) for air travel

Flight time/connections meant passengers/mail could travel from
AK to NY in two days (similar to today) 10

Credit: Herbert Hilescher Sent 19238 Alacka | ife






1940’s

In 1942, the Army Air
Corps seized the PAA
Airport (war time), and
extended using fill from
the A-J Mine as well as
adjacent excavation,

then paved the runway.

Total cost of $442,000.
Juneau Airport runway
IS now 4,968 x 300’.

1939 Civil Conservation
Corps clearing stumps
and debris on flats to
extend airfield

2205  Muncions Rireorr ,  Jumeav, ALrirge ©

Sin  JDCM 2095.0%.122
Juneau Airport Aerial photo, "Municipal Airport, Juneau Alaska"
Farm in foreground Juneau Douglas City Museum
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Airport 1948gte

revetments still scattered north of airfield.

’ "V':. / ; ; 5 o
P %

Shortly after the runway

\_, -
S e S | s extended gravel

revetments were added

B to protect Army Air
Corps aircraft. These
remained for several
years after WWII.

F
rial spows mittary

- US Acmy Planes.



Old Tower situated south of (current) Alaska Air Cargo and taxiway.
Alaska State Library Fagerson, Williams, Spartz Photograph
Collection, ca. 1930-1960. ASL-PCA-495

Juneau Airport
mid to late1940s

By 1947 the Navy
owned/operated the
Juneau Airport.

The City of Juneau (Council) obtained a permit from the Navy to
build a terminal (small strip of land) and the Juneau Municipal
Airport terminal was constructed using Federal $$ and City
bonds (reimbursed by airlines). The Federal permit (Navy) and
Federal funding (CAA) appeared to be contingent upon the City
working toward ownership of the whole airport as well as
providing an adjoining seaplane base.

23
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. 950 S 1950 — Pan Am DC-4

. slides off the end of
A the Juneau runway.
# Pan Am cancels flights
& at Juneau Airport
when temperatures
.~ are between 28-32°F.

Photo courtesy of Dewey Béker, JNU! Growing Up with Juneau’s Airport by Bill Baker,
Gastineau Heritage News, Sept 2004

1950-1953 there was a push from the City, airlines and military
to lengthen the Juneau runway by an additional 2500'. Aircraft
were getting larger and accidents were occurring.

Approval of a 1,500 additional was given as well as funding at

75% by the Federal Aid airport program.
....and just in time.....



1953

1953 - The Juneau
Airport is quitclaimed
to the City of Juneau
by the CAA.

The conveyance
apparently included all
buildings and facilities
(other than those used
by the CAA and Weather
Bureau), as well as
equipment.




1950's

Now Juneau
Municipal
Airport

1953 City begins dredging to extend

runway to accommodate larger aircratft.

1954, the extension to the runway was
completed and now at 6,468’.

28



" Photo courtesy Alaska Digital2
UAF-1976-21-56564, cal960

Archives, University of Alaska, Fairbanks

- Photo courtesy Juneau Douglas City Museum

e —— -

In 1957 the expansion of the terminal was completed which added 2nd-
story. The Air Traffic Tower cab was an add-on by the Federal

iovernment bi 1960.

R R

5in JDCI\E){D" 22 250
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8 1961 Runway [
addition . ™ :
/_u From October 1, 1964 City Council meeting minutes:

- Councilman McKinley read the following resolution:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF JUNEAU TO
PARTICIPATE IN FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR DAMAGE
RESULTING FROM THE MARCH 27, 1964 EARTHQUAKE.

The damage for which the City was applying for such financial assistance
was the cracking of the airport runway.

In 1961 the Juneau airport runway expanded again by 2,200’ to accommodate
large jet traffic. Runway listed as 8,456°. In 1964 the runway also sustained

cracking during “THE” earthquake. City applies for federal funding for repairs

NOTE: in recorded history dialogue there are discrepancies between 2,000’ — 2,200’. If extended 2,000 (1988’
with 212’ off ends) this would match the runway historic data and equate to the 8456’ as published.




1960’s
1960’s

“First Jet Landing Juneau, Feb 3, 1962, Boeing 707-320 can be
seen touching down on runway. Gov Egan speaking to crowd*
Courtesy State Library UAF

By 1962, jet service had come to
Juneau. The runway extension made
jet service possible, but in 1963 Pan
Am terminates service to JNU.

Archives, University of Alaska, Falrbanks

PNA merges with Western Air
ines in 1967.



1970’s

Concourse extends out on the ramp.

By 1973 the terminal has a new
face and the front (public entry)
now faces Shell Simmons Dr.;
as it does today. Public paid
parking (by meter) is formally
established to the public side.

January 22, 1976, the City Assembly passed
Resolution 353 formally changing the name
of the Juneau Municipal Airport to
“JUNEAU INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT™.







1970’s

I Partial Taxiway constructed |

Photo Aug 1982, Courtesy Mal Menzies and
R & M Engineering Archives

In 1979 Juneau Airport taxiway constructed for part of the
runway...as much as funding allowed.



University of Alaska Anchorage, Archives & Special Collections

Juneau International Airport 1988-89. East end addition
and tower cab

In1984, the Juneau Airport terminal was expanded to the east.
The expansion added a two-story large air carrier concourse.
The new Air Traffic Tower cab was added in 1986.







1990 2010

,4

In 1997 the airport runway was
rehabilitated. In 2004 part of the
taxiway was repaved.

37
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Following an extensive 8-year Environmental Impact Study (EIS), the
airport completed an $85M mandated Runway Safety Area (RSA) in
2013. The safety area added 600’ to each end for protection of aircraft
overruns; as well as added 400’ to runway length (now 8857°).

In 2015, the Runway rehabilitation was completed. In addition to

resurfacing 5” of asphalt, the Jordan Creek culvert that runs under the
runway was replaced and all new LED airfield lighting systems.

Note old section of runway pavement on south side was the original1940s-1950s pavement width of 300’, now used as runv?’a?/
safety area



2016

Juneau Airport has $27.5M in airprt
improvements currently underway...
...more history in the making. 40



ch Cocdts

JNU Airport Staff: Patty Wahto, Marc Cheatham & Kris Ritter
Mal Menzies, Airport Board

Joe Heueisen, Airport Board

Doug Wahto

Alaska State Library — Historical Collection

Juneau Douglas City Museum Collection & Staff

City and Borough of Juneau Archives

Juneau Airport Master Plan(s)

Alaska State Library-Historical Collections

Captain Lloyd H. “Kinky” Bayers Collection, 1898-1967

R & M Engineering

Gastineau Heritage News/Gastineau Channel Historical Society
Alaska Airlines.com Historical

Pan America/Pacific Alaska Airways.com historical

Pacific Northern Airways.com

Jim Ruotsala Collection
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Large Air Carrier History As Operated in Juneau
Pan America

Delta
‘_ A!a_sk Alaska v AIr Lines World Airways
. Airlines t, (Pan Am) &2

Ceased operations ’45
Western w in JINU 1963

Alaska Coastal- Air Lines“

Ellis Airways
T T y T Pacific Alaska |
Airways geses
® L e DX g
Alaska \a’ —""‘“ Pacific (il T ]
Cpastal .\ i!lls Northern s> Alaska
Airways |r_| Airlines (PNA) | Southern
T T Airways
Alaska = 11
Air N M_arlne
Trans. Alrways C\\;aslr(:i
| | ashington
Wien Air Airways

Airlines Wien MarkAIr .




