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GENERAL STIPULATIONS 
 

MENDENHALL GLACIER RECREATION AREA 
 MENDENHALL GLACIER VISITOR CENTER 

 
GENERAL STIPULATIONS 
 
1. No construction of temporary structures or facilities is authorized other than tents for shelter on the 

icefield, portable tables and porta potties. The locations of these facilities will be approved in 
advance as part of the permit. 

 
2. The general areas considered for photography/filming include: Mendenhall Lake, Mendenhall 

Glacier, Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center, Glacier Spur Road and East Glacier Trail.  The specific 
location you are approved to film will be named on the face of your permit.  

 
3. Any photography/filming activities must not interfere with other public use or special use permit 

holders. 
 
4. The permit holder and any employees, agents and contractors associated with permitted operations 

will adhere to any on-site directions given by Forest Service representatives, in regards to the permit 
holders operations. 
 

5. Any filming proposed along the access road to the Mendenhall Glacier Visitor Center will not 
impede traffic in any way.  
 

6. Credits shall include; filmed under a Special Use Permit on the Juneau Ranger District, Tongass 
National Forest. 

 
7. Use of unmanned aircraft systems (i.e. drones) is NOT authorized unless it is approved on the face 

of your permit and you are able to obtain a Certificate of Authorization from the FAA. 
 

MENDENHALL LAKE AND VISITOR CENTER STIPULATIONS 
 
1. All activities in the Visitor Center Unit must be coordinated with the Forest Service official assigned 

to your film shoot who works at the Visitor Center. This person will coordinate where and when 
you can shoot and will help make other decisions with you and your permit administrator. 

2. The permit holder may not access the glacier face or the Mendenhall Lake for purposes other than 
specifically outlined in this permit without prior written approval of the authorizing official.  Do not 
approach within 200 yards of the glacier’s face. 

 
3. Unloading, loading and parking of vehicles: 

 If the parking area near the Pavilion is not congested, vehicles may be quickly unloaded then 
moved and parked in an orderly fashion near the rear of the commercial bus parking lot. 

 Reverse procedure when preparing to load and leave site upon completion of shoot 
 It is imperative that you do not in any way impede the normal flow of traffic in the bus drop 

off /pick up zone near the flag poles and other areas with red curbs; do not stop there. 
 

4. Food and flavored beverages are prohibited within the Visitor Center Unit of the Mendenhall 
Glacier Recreation Area between May 1 and October 31. Food and drink of any kind must be left in 
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vehicles with the exception of water. If you would like to eat outside of vehicles please consult with 
FS staff at the Visitor Center. It will be the responsibility of the holder to remove any trash from the 
site and deposit in a suitable location off of National Forest System Lands.  There are no dumpsters. 
 

5. Effort should be made not to interfere with USFS interpreters or other guides who may be actively 
involved in making presentations. 
 

6. Prior to entering the visitor center, please contact a staff member to see if it is possible for the group 
to enter. Filming may occur inside the visitor center during non-busy periods ONLY.  Coordinate in 
advance with visitor center director or assistant.  The inside scene cannot be shot if center is 
congested. 
 

7. No smoking is permitted on the grounds at the MGVC except in the designated shelter in the 
Pavilion parking lot.   
 

8. No motorized craft are permitted on Mendenhall Lake unless specifically authorized by the permit. 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


