
APPENDIX  M

PUBLIC AND AGENCY COMMENTS OF THE DRAFT EIS

M.1 READER’S GUIDE

HOW IS THIS APPENDIX ORGANIZED?

The Response to Comments contains three main sections. The first section, Section 1, provides a
brief introduction and an overall summary of the process of soliciting, receiving, and evaluating
comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS). Section 1 also includes a table
to assist the reader in finding specific comment letters, facsimiles, and e-mails (henceforth, col-
lectively referred to as comment letters). Table M-1 contains a listing of the comment letters
received on the DEIS. Each comment letter received was assigned an alphanumeric identification
code. Additional information in Table M-1 includes the name of the applicable organization or
individual, address, date of receipt, and a listing of substantive comments identified for each
comment letter. Section 2 of this appendix contains copies of letters from Federal, State, and local
agencies. All other comment letters are part of the project files and are available to the public
upon request. Section 3 contains a summary table of all comments arranged by commentor and
the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) response to each comment. Please, note that this third
section responds to substantive comments in all the letters received, not just the comment letters
found in Section 2.

HOW DO I KNOW THE FAA RECEIVED MY LETTER?

All letters received by the FAA during the comment period for the DEIS are listed in Table M-1.
If your name appears in Table M-1, your letter was received. This table can be used to find your
name (or organization's name), the identification number of your letter, and the comments that
received responses. 

HOW DO I FIND MY COMMENT?

A specific comment letter can be located by looking up the name of the author(s) or commenting
organization in Table M-1. The associated comments and responses for that letter can be found in
Table M-2 of Section 3 under the author's or organization's name.

WHAT WAS THE RESPONSE TO MY COMMENT?

FAA responses to the identified comments are grouped by the name of the commentor or com-
menting organization in Table M-2 of Section 3.
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HOW DO I FIND WHAT COMMENTS ANOTHER INDIVIDUAL, GROUP, ORGANIZATION HAD?

Table M-1 of Section 2 lists all individuals, groups, and organizations from whom the FAA
received comments. Table M-2 of Section 3 contains a summary of all comments received on the
DEIS. These comments, and the associated responses, are organized alphabetically according to
the name of the commentor or commenting organization. Simply scroll through the table to find
the name of the individual, group, or organization whose comment(s) you wish to review. 

M.2 PUBLIC COMMENT SUMMARY

The main function of this appendix is to provide a record of public and agency comments
received on the DEIS and the FAA's response to those comments. The following discussion
explains how the comments were solicited on the DEIS and how those comments were processed.
A detailed list of persons, organizations, or agencies submitting comments on the DEIS is pre-
sented in this section. The Reader’s Guide at the front of this appendix has also been provided to
assist the reader in understanding how to find their comments and the agency responses to their
comments. 

The processing of comments on the DEIS that were used to prepare the Final EIS followed the
mandates of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) (1969, as amended) and a process
established by the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations, which provide that
agencies must "(m)ake diligent efforts to involve the public in ... NEPA procedures" (40 CFR
1506.6(a)). Although this appendix deals primarily with the comments received on the DEIS, the
reader should also be aware that public involvement preceded the release of the DEIS, which
included comments on the scope of issues that should be addressed in this EIS document.

PUBLIC SCOPING

Preparation of the DEIS that preceded this Final EIS included soliciting comments from other
agencies and the public to determine the scope of the document. NEPA (1969, as amended)
requires that early public involvement in the EIS process be used to identify issues and address
any potentially significant concerns related to the proposed action. Public and agency involve-
ment continued in various ways throughout this EIS process and was extremely important in for-
mulating the scope and content of the DEIS. The Purpose and Need, identification of important
issues and concerns by the public and agencies, the scope of actions evaluated in the EIS, and
alternatives considered resulting from scoping efforts are discussed in Chapters 1 and 2 of the
Final EIS. However, comments provided prior to the preparation of the DEIS, during the scoping
process, should not be confused with the comments received on the DEIS.
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PUBLIC AND AGENCY MEETINGS

Following the release of the DEIS, the FAA held public hearings in Juneau, Alaska on June 1 and
2, 2005 to receive formal public comment on the DEIS, to provide an overview of the NEPA
process, and to answer any questions related to the proposed actions and their alternatives, and the
impact analysis. Agency meetings were held on June 3, 2005 to review the content of the DEIS,
to answer questions, and to facilitate agency review. 

COMMENT PROCEDURE

The Notice of Availability for the FAA’s Juneau International Airport Draft EIS was published in
the Federal Register on April 13, 2005. The public comment period began April 29, 2005 and
ended June 30, 2005, constituting a 62-day comment period.  

Recipients of a copy of the DEIS and/or attending the public meeting were given instructions on
how to provide comments and where they should be sent. They were advised that comments
should be as specific as possible in terms of adequacy of the DEIS and/or merits of the alterna-
tives discussed. A stenographer was present at the June 1st and 2nd meetings to record the oral
comments. Comment forms were also made available at these meetings.

All comment letters were copied and sent to a third-party consultant where they received an
alphanumeric identification code and were placed in the project planning record. The full text of
each comment letter, oral comment, facsimile, or e-mail received from individuals or groups are
held in the FAA’s Juneau International Airport EIS project files in Anchorage, Alaska, and may be
viewed upon request. Letters received from Federal, State, and local agencies and elected officials
are included in Section 2 of this appendix. Comments from each comment letter (or other form of
comment) were identified and organized in two ways, by commentor and by resource or issue of
concern. Section 3 of this appendix includes each comment or summary of comments organized
by commentor and the associated response to the comment.

Consistent with NEPA regulations (40 CFR 1503.4(b)), this document focuses on substantive
comments on the DEIS. Substantive comments include those that challenge the accuracy of infor-
mation in the DEIS or that offer specific information that may have a bearing on the decision.
Comments that merely express an opinion for or against the proposed action were not identified
as a comment requiring a response. In cases where the comment was substantive but appeared to
indicate that information in the DEIS was either misunderstood or unclear, a response was
prepared to clarify the information. Resource specialists from the third-party consultant prepared
draft responses to each substantive comment, which were then reviewed, refined, and approved
by FAA personnel and subsequently prepared in the form found in this Final EIS.

Table M-1 provides an index of agencies, organizations and individuals that commented on the
DEIS. It also includes a unique identification number, name of commenter or organization (if
applicable), date the comment letter was received by the FAA, and a list of numbered comments
contained in the respective letter. 
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M.3 PUBLIC COMMENT AND RESPONSE SUMMARY

This section contains a summary table (Table M-2) of all substantive comments received on the
DEIS and the FAA responses to those comments. The summary table is organized by the indi-
vidual or organizational name of the commentor. All comments received from a given individual
or organization are listed under the commentor name, even if a given commentor provided
comments on more than one occasion or via more than one method. 
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