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John Tanaka
and the Empty Chair

hen he and his family were removed

from Juneau and relocated to Minidoka,

John Tanaka (1924-1978) was a senior 1n the
class of 1942 at Juneau High School and class

valedictorian. Knowing he would not be able

to attend the May commencement, the school
organized a special ceremony on April 15th at
which John received his diploma. At the otficial
oraduation that May, John’s classmates left an
empty chair in honor of him and as a symbol of
the community void caused by the removal of
the Japanese families. Classmates remember the
chair was a simple wooden folding chair painted
black tor the occasion. While at Minidoka, John
volunteered for the U.S. Army. He served with
the 442nd Infantry Regiment in Europe. After
the war, John first came back to Juneau to assist

his family. He then attended the University of
Washington and was a member of SYNKOA,

a Japanese-American student organization. He
continued his education by attending medical
school in Saint Louis, Illinois. John married
Jeanne Aoyama 1n 1956. They lived 1 Saint
Louis while John was 1n school and later returned
to Washington State living in both Spokane and
Seattle. John and Jeanne had five children and
as of 2014, seventeen

orandchildren.

uring World War 11,

Juneau stood together as
a community. T'hey left
John’s chair empty at
the 1942 Juneau
High School
Graduation. They
provided athdavits of
loyalty on behalf
of Shonosuke

Planning lllustration by Peter
Reiquam of Empty Chair Memorial.

Image provided by the Empty Chair Committee.
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Tanaka. When the Japanese families returned,

the community helped the families restart their
lives and businesses in Juneau. The Empty Chair
Committee, named for John’s graduation chair,
was established 1n 2012 to create a memorial
recognizing the Japanese and Japanese-Americans
forcetully removed from Juneau during World
War II. The memorial sculpture 1s a larger
than life bronze chair set on boards
reminiscent of a gym floor. The names
of the locally interned are etched on
the floor boards. This work was created by
Peter Reiquam, a Seattle artist, and dedicated
on July 12, 2014 at the Gapital School Park (corner

of 5™ and Seward Streets) in Juneau. The Empty
Chair Memonal 1s the first of 1ts kind 1n Alaska.
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John Tanaka receiving JHS diploma from Russell Hermann and A.B. Phillips at
special assembly, April 1942.
Image provided by the Tanaka family.

(Inset photo, left) Mary Tanaka Abo meeting with artist Peter Reiquam, July 2012.
Image provided by the Empty Chair Committee.
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John Tanaka’s Senior Photograph
and Caption from 1942 Totem
Yearbook (page 14).

Front cover of 1942 Totem Yearbook,
designed by John Tanaka. JD(M Reference 3251




City Cafe and Juneau Laundry

he City Gate was opened r
by Shonosuke Tanaka

in 1912. It was located 1n a
building leased by Ole Orsen
on what 1s now South Franklin
Street (then Front Street).

The Mount Roberts

Iram building r

now stands where
the City Gafe was
originally located.
Open 24 hours a
day and seven days a
week, 1t was known
for hearty food at

a reasonable price.
Despite defense
testimony from
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Takashi Kono making City Cafe meal
> delivery, 1940.

Image provided by the Tanaka family.

Juneau residences

such as John Hermle

Cash Cole and J.F.
Mullen, Shonosuke

was among the Japanese-born men arrested

in reaction to the bombing of Pearl Harbor
and sent to Gamp Santa Fe in New Mexico.
Shonosuke’s wite Nobu and son John, assisted
by Mike Monagle, were left to close the City
Cafe, before they and the rest of the family were
sent to the Minidoka Internment Gamp. Upon
returning to Juneau, the Tanaka family received
assistance to regain their home and restart

their business from the Tanner family and John
Hermle, owner of the Home Grocery, among
others. By 1946, the City Cate was once again
in full operation. In 1950, Sam Taguchi and
Katsutaro Komatsubara became partners with
Shonosuke Tanaka. The City Cafe moved to a
new building across the street from 1ts original
location 1 the 1960s and closed 1ts doors 1n
1982. Juneau local Marie Darlin remembers the
City Cate as the place to go 1t you wanted to
hear the news and gossip of the day. She gave

a laugh as she recalled that during his term 1n
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City Cafe Interior with Tanaka Family, 1938. Left to right,
1t row: Alice, Teddy, Bill, Nobu; 2" row: Shonosuke and John.

Image provided by the Tanaka family.

otfice Governor Egan was among those who
would go to the Cafe for just that reason.

he Juneau Laundry was an operating

business 1n Juneau for 40 years between
1902 and 1942. Originally owned by three
other Japanese nationals, Walter Hikohachi
Fukuyama joined the business in the 1920s.
Walter eventually became sole proprietor of
the business and through the assistance of the
First National Bank, he was able to purchase
land and build a new building tfor the Laundry.
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Interior of Juneau Laundry, 1929. Image provided by the Fukuyama family.

Construction of the Juneau Laundry building,
still standing at 112 N. Franklin Street across
from the Baranof Hotel, began at the end of
1929 and was completed 1n the spring of 1930.
When announced, the construction project had
an estimated cost of $10,000. Over the years, the
Juneau Laundry provided pick-up and delivery
service using dog drawn sleds, horse drawn carts,
a panel truck and man power. Man power was
used for delivery service between the Juneau
Laundry and the San Francisco Bakery owned
by Gustav Henry Messerschmidt and Gertrude
Hermle Messerschmidt, grandparents to current
Juneau resident Albert Shaw. The bakery used
the Laundry to keep clean white aprons available
daily for the bakery employees, as well as for

the all of the family’s laundry. Located where

the Silverbow 1s today, the bakery was only a
couple blocks from the Juneau Laundry and
Albert’s mother, Katherine Messerschmidt
Shaw, remembered seeing the Japanese laundry
workers carrying the bundles of laundry on
their heads when they walked between the two
stores. 1'he Fukuyama tfamily was among those
removed from Juneau and housed at Minidoka
Internment Gamp during World War II. The
family never returned to live 1n Juneau, but
retained ownership of the building after the war.
A 1980 Gastineau Bygones article includes an
announcement regarding the

| closure of the Juneau Laundry
in March 1942.
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Cement Forms for Juneau Laundry, 1929. image courtesy of the Fukuyama family.




Juneau during WWII

by Marie Darlin, lifelong Juneau resident

By 1940 Juneau had a population of
approximately 5,700, and all of us
living here knew the U.S. was preparing
for war. For Juneau this meant many of
our residents had already
relocated to Sitka to work

on a military project and r
our National Guard had

been re-activated. After
the Pearl Harbor attack

on December 7" we were
told to cover our windows
for the nightly blackouts
ordered by the government L
for the entire Pacific

Coast and the community
began to change. Our
Japanese families were sent
to internment camps in Washington and
elsewhere. Families of federal employees left
Juneau and traveled back to the lower 48,

a trip that was very different then than it 1s
today. Alaska was still a territory and not a
state, therefore we were designated a foreign
country by the military and travel permits
were required to enter or leave Alaska.

Military forces for the war effort began
arriving in Juneau in 1942. First to arrive
were the 42nd Engineers from New Jersey
who set up camp at Duck Creek. Later, the
137th Infantry came from Arkansas and
Oklahoma and set up camp at Montana
Creeck Road, where the community garden
1s now. Both camps were located in areas
close to the airport and Mendenhall Glacier
that, at the time, were considered very
remote to the small population of Juneau
who mainly lived close to the downtown
or in Douglas. The military set up a sentry
post on the only road leading from the
Mendenhall Valley to town, near the Smith
Dairy, which today 1s Valley Lumber on
Old Dairy Road. The sentry post was a
mandatory stop for anyone traveling to
and from downtown and out the road.
One would often find soldiers at the post
who were heading to town and in need

Army parade in Juneau, 1941.
Image courtesy of the Kumasaka Family.

of a ride. Any place beyond that sentry
point was considered a part of the military
reservation. The military was also found in

downtown Juneau. Femmer’s Dock, located

il

off of Willoughby Avenue,
where Coast Guard dock
is today, became the
subport — an embarkation
port for military supplies
headed to the westward
ports of Seward and the
Aleutians.

Juneau did their best to
make the soldiers feel like
a part of the community.
We had a USO club and
an Officers Club, and

families always mnvited soldiers to dinner
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and other family activities. Dances were
provided by the local service clubs and
other organizations. Many of the Juneau
men who enlisted were sent to the Seward
and Aleutian areas because of their
knowledge of boats and seamanship. Some
served their basic training time at Montana
Creek and were then sent north.

Businesses were faced with a much reduced
schedule of steamship service bringing
supplies and merchandise from the lower
48. If the weekly ship was delayed, grocery
stores could run low on some items and
would often trade items between themselves
to keep the shelves stocked, but only tires
were rationed in Alaska. The biggest
change for the town was the 1944 closing
of the Alaska Juneau (AJ) Mine, located

in downtown Juneau near where the tram
1s today. When the war began, it was
considered a non-essential industry. Many
of the miners joined the military or began
working in the fishing industry. Except for a
few Quonset huts and memories from those
of us who were here at that time, there 1s
not much left to remind us of the 4,000 to

5,000 troops who were stationed in Juneau
during WWIL




World War Il and Order 9066

In 1939, nations once again found
themselves at the cusp of a world war.
The war would last six years with battles
ending 1n 1945 and peace being made
othicial in 1947 with the signing of the

Ireaty of Paris. World War 1l would have
the highest death toll of any other war in

history with between 40 and 50 million
people killed. The war was waged between
two sides: the Axis Powers consisting mainly
of Germany, Italy and Japan and the Allied
Powers of namely France, Great Britain, the
United States, the Soviet Union and China.

World War 11 1s often thought of as being a
FEuropean and Asian based war when 1t comes
to active conflict. However, 1t 1s important to
remember what happened here in the United
States. Pearl Harbor, a military base and harbor
located in Hawai, was bombed by Japanese
forces on December 7, 1941. This attack was
the pivotal event that propelled the United
States into the war. Unfortunately, the domestic
repercussions of the attack on Pearl Harbor are
not widely discussed.

After Pearl Harbor, suspicion and fear of
Japanese-Americans ignited and grew with
fervor. Due to the concentration of Japanese-

Americans along the West Coast and within

close proximity to war assets for the Pacific
front, the U.S. Secretary of War, Henry Stimson,

was petitioned to mtervene. The result was

Executive Order 9066 1ssued by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt on February 19, 1942.

While the Order did not mention any specific
group of peoples, 1t did authorize the torced
removal and resettlement of over 110,000
Japanese-Americans from California, Arizona,

Declaratio

any evidence against them.
Many of the younger Japanese-
American men enlisted in the
military and served with the
442nd Infantry Regiment which
was comprised mainly of soldiers
ot Japanese descent. Those men
fought for the United States in
FEurope while their families back
home remained imprisoned 1n
internment camps. At the time,

these actions were justified as

n of War reported in“The Daily Alaska Empire

!

' December 8 1941. Donated by Vernd Carrigan, JDCM9

r

1.17.052.
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announced Proclamation 4417,
which recognized Executive
Order 9066 as a “national
mistake” and acknowledged

its “termination upon the
1ssuance of Proclamation 2714,
which formally proclaimed the
cessation of hostilities of World
War II on December 31, 1946.”
This proclamation was made as
an “American Promise” and was
a big step forward n lobbying

for reparations. Congress passed

precautions against potential L iI

domestic sabotage. — , ,
Tooru Kanazawa in 442nd Uniform, 1944,

Image courtesy of the Kanazawa Family.

the Givil Rights Act of 1988

which gave each living survivor

Alaska, Oregon and Washington. They were
taken to one of ten internment camps and held

On February 19, 1976, thirty-
four years after the fact, President Gerald Ford

there until the end of the war. Those interned (approximately 60,000 people)

received no due process and were held without reparation of $20,000 plus a letter of apology.




Minidoka Internment Camp

Il of the first generation Japanese men 1n

Juneau were arrested immediately after
the bombing of Pearl Harbor (December 1941)
and taken to prison camps in New Mexico. In
total approximately 2,500 Japanese men were
taken from their homes along the western coast
of the United States and sent to New Mexico
and housed at either Gamp Santa Fe or CGamp
Lordsburg. Many of Juneau’s Japanese men
were later granted parole from Camp Santa ke
and reunited with their families at Minidoka.

The women and children of Juneau’s Japanese
families were removed in April 1942. Their first
stop was the Puyallup Fairgrounds Assembly
Center 1n Puyallup, Washington, also known

as Gamp Harmony, where each person was
“processed” and given registration cards. At
Puyallup, the families were housed 1n the
Fairground’s existing buildings, makeshift
barracks and even horse stalls. The families were
held at Puyallup for up to four months before

being sent to the Minidoka Internment Gamp,
the final destination for the Japanese-Americans
removed from communities in Alaska,

Washington and Oregon.

The Minidoka Internment Camp is located
in Hunt, Idaho, not far from Twin Falls.

l
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Barrack and barrack cots at
Minidoka, 2003.

Photographs taken and provided by Sam Kito, Jr.
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Group of Japanese Men at Camp Santa Fe, including those from Juneau, 1942.
Image provided by the Empty Chair Committee.

Construction on the camp began in 1942,
soon after Executive Order 9066 went into
effect. Japanese-Americans began arriving

on August 10th that same year. The camp
spanned more than 50 square miles and
consisted of 36 housing blocks each with 12
barracks and other multi-use facilities which
served as living quarters, laundry facilities,
bathrooms, mess halls, places of worship

and educational centers. William Tanaka
remembered: “When we first got to camp we
were assigned barracks and 1ssued cots for each
person and a straw mattress. Other than that,
we had nothing. Some people scavenged for

orange crates and made furniture out of them.”

Over the three years it was open, the camp’s
interned population reached 9,397. The main
work activity at the camp was farming to
provide food both for themselves as well as the

surrounding Idaho communities. Internees

l

Shonosuke Tanaka's and
Nobu Tanaka’s Alien Registration Cards for Evacuation, 1942.

Images provided by Mary (Tanaka) Abo and Alice (Tanaka) Hikido.

also produced their own clothing and everyday
objects such as canes, cigarette holders and vases.
The camp officially closed on October 23, 1945.
Today, the camp 1s the Minidoka Interment
National Monument which preserves the history

and few remaining buildings of the camp.




Known Japanese internees

who lived in Juneau before
and after WWII (1941-1955)

Kiichi “Henry”
Akagi

William Akagi
Hikohachi

Fukuyama
Mume Fukuyama
Ethel Fukuyama
Walter Fukuyama

Thomas
Fukuyama

Usuke Hamada
Hakuio Inouye
Thomas Itabashi
Shikanosuke Ito
Torao “Bob”

Kanazawa
T. Kato
Utaka Kazama

Saburo “Sam”

Kito, Sr.
Amelia Kito
Barbara Kito

Harry Kito

John Kito
Sam Kito

Katsutaro
Komatsubara

1suyo
Komatsubara

Rose

Komatsurbara

Nancy
Komatsubara

Patricia
Komatsubara

Gary Komatsubara
Takashi Kono

Haruo “Ham”
Kumasaka

Torither Kuwamoto
Kojiro
Matsubayashi
Henry Mayeda

Takao “Mack”
Mori

Toyojiro Moriuchi
Thomas Mukai

Mark Nakamura

Masaki Nakamura

Paul Schimizu

Yake1 Shiota

Takeshi “Gim”
Taguchi

Isamu “Sam’”

Taguchi
George Tamaki

Shonosuke Tanaka

Nobu Tanaka
John Tanaka
William Tanaka
Alice Tanaka
Mary Tanaka
Saburo Tanaka

Toraichi
Toyokawa

George Wada
Hiyo Yamamoto
Tkuichi Yoshida
Makato Yoshida




(1) Males:

Name

Akagi, Kirichi .
Akimoto, Naoyoshi
Aoto, Asakeito

Emori, Jinji -
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Torao and Tooru Kanazawa

by Mark Kanazawa

1944.

Tooru and Masaka Kanazawa wedding portrait, 1948.

Japanese American Citizen League in Seattle, 1930.

All photographs provided by the Kanazawa family.













Sam and Gim Taguchi

Compiled from Reiko (Taguchi) Sumada, The Juneau Empire
and a 1990 interview by Ron Inouye, Alaska’s Japanese Research Project

Taguchi Family Portrait, 1928. Left to right, 3" row: Kimi, Seike;
2nd row: Sam, Susumu; 1st row: Matsuye, Reiko, Gim.

Sam at the (new) City Cafe, 1960.

Image from Juneau Empire article written by
Mark Kelly on March 9, 2005.

Gim with Customers at
Taguchi’s Fine Chow, 1980.

Sam Taguchi, Alice (Tanaka) Hikido and Gim Taguchi Outside City Cafe, Taguchi Family Portrait, 1944. Left to right: Reiko, Gim, All photographs provided by the Taguchi family.
1994. Matsuye Taguchi, Sam, Kimi, Susumu.




Outing with Mrs. Tanner and daughters, 1930.

1st row: Walter Fukuyama. 2nd row: Ethel Fukuyama,
John Tanaka, and Mary Fukuyama. 3rd row: Nobu Tanaka
with baby Teddy, Louise Tanner, Mrs. Tanner, and

Mume Fukuyama. 4th row: Hikohachi Fukuyama with
baby Tom, Torao Kanazawa, and Shonosuke Tanaka.




I have always been influenced by Japanese culture and history, perhaps because I was born
in Japan i 1948 and came to America in 1952 at the age of four. My mother was born
and raised 1n Japan and my father 1s Nisel (2nd Generation Japanese American born i Los
Angeles, California). Much of my artwork reflects the Japanese aesthetic and often the
Japanese American experience. I use some Japanese techniques i making my pieces, such
as raku ceramics, sumi ik painting, origami (paper folding), kirigami (paper cutting), hand-
made paper and block printing. My mixed media

work uses recycled and found objects.

My tather, Roy Matsumoto, was hiving in Los
Angeles, California when Order 9066 was 1ssued.
He was first sent to the Santa Anita Assembly
Center and then mcarcerated at Jerome, Arkansas
mternment camp. He then volunteered for the
U.S. Army and served in Burma with Mernll's
Marauders. There 1s a short documentary about
my father called "Honor and Sacrifice: the Roy
Matsumoto Story". He 1s a decorated Nisel veteran
Matsumoto Family: Roy, Fumi, Karen and Kimiko, 2014.
who was responsible for saving his fellow Marauders
i Burma. He received the Congressional Gold Medal in 2011 for his service. My mother,
Kimiko, Iived m Japan during the war so was never in a camp. My parents met and wed after

WWII when my father was in Tokyo with the occupation forces.

I grew up in Berkeley, California and spent most of my youth mn the San Francisco Bay Area
but moved to Virginia and lived on an army base for four years. I returned to Berkeley and
attended high school there and then graduated from the University of Califormia with a
degree 1 art and education. I spent one year abroad as a UCB exchange student in Tokyo,
where I studied Japanese art, language and culture. In 1979, I visited Denali Park in Alaska
and was so mspired by the awesome grandeur of the wilderness and the magnificent wildlife
that I moved to Alaska that next year and have been living in Alaska ever since. I have lived
and taught art in both Fairbanks and Juneau for the past 33
years and consider myself to be an Alaskan artist as well as

Japanese American.

To me, the creative process 1s the most enjoyable aspect of art.
I love to begin with an 1dea or concept and then design and
create the piece, often working out technical problems and
challenges that arise before the work 1s completed. I have
strong emotional ties to the work I am submitting because so
Roy and Kimiko Matsumoto. much of 1t uses images of my family members and 1s about my
personal history. I continue to be mspired by the struggles of past generations of Japanese
Americans and their ability to endure hardships as well as appreciate their successes. I hope

that through my artwork, I can somehow share some of their stories with others.

Photographs provided by Fumi Matsumoto.
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