




As miners flooded to the area, the Aak’w Tlingit established 
permanent residence at the mouth of Gold Creek growing 
to approximately 20 houses in the mid-1880s. The Aak’w 
Kwáan fishing camp changed drastically to a densely 
populated community enclave with approximately 101 
residents living in 28 houses in 1968 and later dismantled 
with the loss of clan houses and its elders. Though they are 
few, the remaining houses of early residents continue to tell 
their story. 

Sheep Creek Mary James – Yaxtehittaan (Raven) clan of the 
Aak’w Kwáan – has become a representative symbol of the 
generation that dealt with the massive changes brought by 
Euro-American settlement in Tlingit territory. Foreseeing the 
future of Tlingit lands, she was the first Aak’w Tlingit to put 
her families land holdings into American title.  Mary owned 
much of the land comprising Thane and claimed 160 acres at 
the time of her death in 1920. Although she ultimately lost 
her land, her efforts were able to protect some of the Aak’w 
people’s land rights through the 1940’s. 

Being a family of hereditary leaders, her son, JAMES WATSON 
[22], and her daughter in law, MARY-OGDEN WATSON [8]
would go on to become founding members of the Alaska 
Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native Sisterhood, and would 
advocate for Alaska Native rights in these organizations. 
James Watson, in addition to fighting to keep Euro-American 
homesteaders and other interlopers off  of Aak’w Tlingit land 
in and around Auke Bay, worked for Alaska Native access to 
public libraries and for the rights of Alaska Native prisoners.

JAKE CROPLEY [9] and his wife MARJORIE BLAKE CROPLEY [9] 
were active members of the Alaska Native Brotherhood and 
Sisterhood. Along with Walter Soboleff, Jake helped revitalize 
the ANB in the Depression Era and served for some time as 
its president. The CROPLEY RESIDENCE at 358 W. Willoughby 
Avenue was constructed in 1939. Many conversations were 
had at the Cropley house with other influential members of  
the Alaska Native community including Roy and Elizabeth 
Peratrovich. 

CECILIA KUNZ [10], Tlingit name Kintoow, L’uknax.ádi 
(Raven/Coho) clan married Aak’w Kwáan resident, Ed Kunz, 
Sr. and lived in the Village.  She joined the Alaska Native 
Sisterhood in 1929 and was an active member until she 
passed in 2004. Cecelia was the first teacher of the Tlingit 
language in Juneau schools and instrumental in establishing 
the first Native dance group in Juneau educating younger 
Tlingit generations of their culture and language. Throughout 

her life, Cecilia made her mark on the city by educating public 
officials of the Tlingit culture, advocating for the rights of the Tlingit 
community and battling racial discrimination. 

Newly arriving miners settled adjacent to the downtown 
commercial center creating a variety of residential neighborhoods 
in the surrounding hillsides. One of the most distinctive buildings 
in Juneau today, the octagonal-plan ST. NICHOLAS ORTHODOX 
CHURCH was completed in 1894. Local contractors, HUGH C. 
RUDOLPH [11] and EDWARD ELLINGEN [12], are credited with 
supervising its construction using plans sent from the Orthodox 
Missionary Society while recently converted Orthodox Natives and 
Serbian miners provided the labor. FATHER ANDREW PETROVICH 
KASHEVAROFF[13] – born in Kodiak – served the Orthodox Church 
at Sitka, Nutchek, Kodiak, Killisnoo and Unalaska before arriving in 
Juneau in 1912. In addition to serving the church, 
Kashevaroff was appointed curator of the Alaska 
State Library and Museum in 1920 until his death 
in 1940, writing numerous articles on Alaska’s 
history and ethnology. 

Completed in 1893, the JOHN MONTGOMERY 
DAVIS and FRANCES BROOKS DAVIS HOUSE at 202 
6th Street one of the earliest houses extant in the 
original Townsite. JOHN MONTGOMERY [14] – an 
English born prospector and Superintendent of  
the Nowell Mine– and FRANCES BROOKS [14] – 
an English born artist – met and were married 
after Frances arrived as a visitor to Juneau. The 
pair are responsible for eight houses on Sixth 
Street as well as the street itself. Several of the 
houses were relocated to the upper portion of  
Sixth Street in 1927 when the High School was 
constructed. 

At the foot of Starr Hill, stood the homes of many 
prominent Juneau-ites, including Wisconsin born 
DR. LEONARD PRATT DAWES [15] at 529 EAST STREET. 
Dawes practiced medicine in Juneau from his arrival 
in 1915 until his retirement in 1946, serving as Flight 
Surgeon for the Aeronautics Branch of the Department of  
Commerce in the 1930s. MRS. EFFIE LENORE BUZZARD DAWES 
[15] – a concert artist from Albany, Missouri – studied voice at 
the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music, in Chicago and in Europe. 
In Juneau, Mrs. Dawes was the choir director for the Northern 
Light Presbyterian Church, and after the tragic loss of her voice, 
discovered her expressive talent as a poet. 

Starr Hill – one of the first residential neighborhoods outside of  
the original townsite – developed near an early trail along Sixth 
Street leading to the mines at Silver Bow Basin. In 1913, business 
and home construction boomed after the Alaska Juneau Mining Co. 
agreed not to build company housing at the request of city leaders. 
Representative of the speculative housing boom, CONRAD W. FRIES 
[16] – a German Immigrant and investor in Southeast Alaska 
mines – constructed six identical Craftsman bungalows in the 500 
block of Kennedy Street. 

Starr hill was a diverse enclave, housing miners native to Serbia, 
Russia, Norway, Finland and the lower 48. In the 1920s 
and 1930s, Juneau was home to a vibrant and 
sizeable community of Serbians, Croatians, 
Montenegrins and Slovenes emigrating 
primarily to work in the 
mines. SAM and STANA 
DAPCEVICH [17] 

EVERGREENC E M E T E R Y
emigrated to the U.S. from Montenegro in 1923, following mines across the U.S. until arriving in Alaska. With the help of the 
neighboring Serbian community, the Dapcevich family constructed their home on the steep hillside at 433 NELSON STREET 
in 1933.

Residential development continued along the hillside above South Franklin Street wrapping around to the foot of the Alaska 
Juneau Mining Co. SHONOSUKE TANAKA (18) and his wife Nobu made their family home at 334 CARROLL WAY below Gastineau 
Avenue. Born in rural Japan in 1881, Shonosuke arrived in the US in 1900 to work on the railroad between Montana and 
Washington. Following his railroad contract, Shonosuke was roused north to Alaska. In 1912 he opened the City Café on South 
Franklin Street, creating a community favorite frequented by miners, longshoremen, mill workers, fishermen and Natives alike. 

The outbreak of WWII disrupted life for the Tanakas and other Japanese families as community members 
were arrested and taken to internment camps. Following WWII, the 

Tanakas returned to Juneau and with the help of  
community friends, were able to return 

to their home on Carroll Way and 
reopen the City Café. 

Brothers ALLEN [19] and Henry Shattuck and WILLIAM CASEY [20], created the Casey Shattuck 
subdivision in 1913. Just outside of town along the road to Evergreen Green cemetery, the 
subdivision created approximately 200 residential lots catered to working class families 
including employees of the Treadwell and Alaska Juneau Mines and the growing fishing 
industry. 

Casey Shattuck – familiarly known as the “Flats” – is comprised of small 
vernacular houses modeled after national style trends made popular 
in home design magazines. Born in Denmark, JIMMY LARSEN [21] 
worked briefly in the mines, but quickly became the most prolific 
contractor in the new subdivision completing over 20 houses. 
Larsen’s first personal house was the small Craftsman 
inspiration at 603 W. TWELFTH STREET constructed 
around 1915. He had an eye for beauty in the 
details and air of perfection with the “Jimmy 
Larsen built” stamp of quality. “Serbian community holiday celebration at IOOF Hall”
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