
155 S. Seward St  Juneau, AK 99801  
Phone: (907) 586-5226  Fax: (907) 586-4589  Email: Parks.Rec@juneau.org 

PARKS & RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MEETING AGENDA 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 
5:30 P.M. 

ZOOM WEBINAR 

This meeting will take place virtually via Zoom Webinar. To join the Zoom Webinar, go to 
https://juneau.zoom.us/j/94184441385 or call: 1 253-215-8782. Webinar ID: 941 8444 1385. Members of the 
public wishing to provide public comment during the meeting can do so by clicking the “Raise Hand” button 
(online Zoom Webinar) or press *9 (telephone). 

Agenda Item Presenter Action Requested 

I. Call to Order C. Mertl

II. Approval of Agenda

Agenda Changes C. Mertl If no changes: Motion to 
approve 

III. Approval of Minutes

IV. Public Participation on Non-Agenda Items C. Mertl

V. New Business
Chicken Yard Park Utility Easement Request M. Elfers

VI. Unfinished Business

VII. Information Items
Trail Master Plan Update A. Eddins

VIII. Committee, Liaison, and Board Member Reports

Chair Report
Liaison to the Assembly
Board Member Liaisons
Other Board Member Business

C. Mertl
Wade Bryson 

Liaisons 
All 

IX. Adjournment C. Mertl

https://juneau.zoom.us/j/94184441385


155 S. Seward St  Juneau, AK 99801  
Phone: (907) 586-5226  Fax: (907) 586-4589  Email: Parks.Rec@juneau.org 

TO: Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee 

FROM: George Schaaf, Parks & Recreation Director 

DATE: August 28, 2020 

RE: September 1, 2020 Meeting 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Please find enclosed the information supporting your agenda topics for this meeting. The meeting is 
anticipated to last 60 minutes and will take place via Zoom Webinar. To join the Zoom Webinar, go to 
https://juneau.zoom.us/j/94184441385 or call 1-253-215-8782. Webinar ID: 941 8444 1385. 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Chicken Yard Park Easement Request  – Requested by M. Elfers [Page 3-14]
Construction of planned improvements to Chicken Yard Park is set to begin this fall, including
construction of two parking spaces provided for the exclusive use of the owners of 625 Fifth St.
under a 2019 agreement with CBJ. The owners of this property have requested an easement to
run buried conduit and electrical wiring through the park from their house to the parking spaces,
to support an electric vehicle charging station. The cost of the utility work and ongoing electrical
service would be the responsibility of the owners of 625 Fifth St. A memo in tonight’s packet
contains additional details.

I request that you recommend the Assembly approve this request.

SUGGESTED MOTION:
The PRAC recommends that the Assembly approve the request for a utility easement through
Chicken Yard Park by Marta Lasatufka and Michael Bucy.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None 

INFORMATION ITEMS 

A. Trail Master Plan Update – Requested by G. Schaaf [Page 15]
Staff from the Parks & Recreation and Community Development Departments are continuing
work on the Juneau Trail Plan. Allison Eddins, Planner II, will present information about the plan,
development process, and ongoing public engagement efforts.
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TO:  Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee 

FROM:  Michele Elfers, Parks & Recreation Deputy Director 

DATE:  August 28, 2020 

RE:  Chicken Yard Park Utility Easement Request  

 

In 2019 CBJ entered into an agreement with the homeowner adjacent to Chicken Yard 
Park (626 5th Street) to resolve an issue of access through the park, avoid litigation, and 
allow CBJ to move ahead with planned improvements to the park.  The agreement 
grants an easement for two parking spaces within the park, vehicle parking access 
(driveway easement), and pedestrian access through the park from the parking spaces 
to the residence. The easement runs with the land, meaning if the residence is sold, the 
easement transfers to the new owners. The parking spaces will be constructed this fall 
along with other improvements to the park. 
 
In anticipation of this work, the owners of 626 5th Street filed an application with the 
Lands & Resources Division for a utility easement across Chicken Yard Park. The 
homeowner would like to run conduit and electrical wiring from their home to an 
electric vehicle charger that they plan to install near the new parking spaces. 
 
This agreement and relationship with the homeowner is a unique situation in our park 
system. The Parks and Recreation Department recognizes the need for supporting the 
homeowner’s use related to the easement and agreement. As the request for the utility 
easement is directly connected to vehicle parking needs and maintenance and there is 
an existing easement supporting this use, the Department supports this request.   
 
The Department requests that the PRAC provide a recommendation to the Assembly to 
approve the utility easement request for Chicken Yard Park. 
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Recorded in the Juneau Recording District. 

When recorded return to: 

City and Borough of Juneau, AK 

Attn: Division of Lands and Resources 

155 S. Seward St 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Document Title: Chicken Yard Park Access and Parking Easement 

Grantor: City and Borough of Juneau 

Grantees: Jackson L Gitchell III and Vicki P Van Fleet 

Grantor's Legal Description: Lots 5 & 6, Block 113, Juneau Townsite 
Grantor's Parcel Number: 1C040A130060 

Chicken Yard Park Access and Parking Easement Agreement 

PART I. PARTIES. This easement is made between the City and Borough of Juneau, Alaska, a 
municipal corporation in the State of Alaska, whose address is 155 S. Seward Street, Juneau, 
Alaska 99801, hereinafter "Grantor" or "CBJ," and Jackson L Gitchell III and Vicki P Van 

Fleet, whose address is 656 Fifth St, Juneau, Alaska, 99801, hereinafter "Grantees." 

PART II. ADMINISTRATION. All communications about this easement shall be directed as follows, 
any reliance on a communication with a person other than that listed below is at the party's own 
risk. 

Grantor/CBJ: 

City and Borough of Juneau 

Attn: Lands and Resources Manager 

155 S. Seward Street 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Phone: (907) 586-0205; Fax: (907) 586-5385 

l 

Current Grantee§_: 

Jackson L Gitchell III and Vicki P Van Fleet 

656 Fifth St 

Juneau, Alaska, 99801 
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August 27, 2020 
 

From:  Allison Eddins, Community Development  

To:       Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee 

RE:       Juneau Trails Plan – Update #1 

CBJ along with Alaska State Parks, the US Forest Service and Trail Mix, Inc. has begun working on the 
Juneau Trails Plan. The last trails plan for Juneau was completed in 1993 and a Trails Management Plan 
was completed in 1995.  

The new plan will be a 20 year document that will define high-priority trails and projects and will identify 
and address opportunities and constraints in the Juneau trails system. The plan will also provide 
coordination and connectivity between the partner agencies for maintenance and future development. 
The need for a detailed trail maintenance schedule has been identified. This may be an appendix to the 
Juneau Trails Plan or it may end up being a standalone document.  

Community outreach will play a significant role in helping the planning team develop document. Outreach 
kick-off in early August with an online survey that has been advertised through press releases, social 
media, radio and signs at trailheads. As of August 27th, over 1,300 community members have participated 
in the survey. Outreach efforts will continue into the fall with stakeholder meetings of various user groups.  

The planning team will spend the winter analyzing the community input and writing the plan. A draft 
document will be ready for public review in the spring.  
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