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Juneau's downtown cruise terminal preparing for
bigger boats
By Jacob Resneck, KTOO

January 26, 2017

Juneau . Local Govermment , Oceans , Tourism , Transportation
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months of completion.

The project will expand the port’s capacity to accommodate larger vessels. That’s because cruise ships in

Alaska are getting bigger.

Juneau’s Ports and Docks has been working to expand its terminal to keep up with industry requirements.

The city’s Deputy Port Engineer Erich Schaal said the downtown Alaska Steamship Dock was limited to tying
up ships greater than about 800 feet. And the southern Cruise Terminal or CT dock, was not much longer.

“The original max length that we could receive at our southern CT dock was 960 feet and now we’ll be able
to receive a 1,000~-foot vessel and an 1,100-foot vessel at the same time,” he said.

Seattle-based Manson Construction is the lead contractor working to expand the cruise ship berths.

A 25-strong crew from the firm has been working double shifts drilling and driving piles in the daytime and
welding in the evenings.

The final work should be wrapped up by May 7, project manager Monica Blanchard said.

Given all the activity on the water there’s not a lot of extra space for different ships to get in and out of the
harbor.

Schaal said there was a lot of back and forth between different interests in settling on the final design.
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Gastineau Channel has a busy summer season mixed with fishing boats, private yachts and cruise ships all

competing for dock access in the summer.

This side of the dock is closer to shore than the south side and that’s because back in the design and we
were working with stakeholders, especially the fishing fleet, they needed more access to the Taku Dock,” he

said. “The original design was more parallel with the dock and there was going to be a kind of smaller area
between the two.”

Deputy Port Engineer Erich Schaal says the final design
attempts to compromise between cruise ships and the
commercial fishing fleet. Jan. 25, 2017. (Photo by David
Purdy/KT0O)

The cruise ship industry says the new dock still isn’t as big as it should be.

e felt that the best design would be a new dock that handled two of the larger class ships,” said John
Binkley, president of the Cruise Lines International Association Alaska, which represents companies sailing
state waters. “The new class ships will be over 1,000-feet long. And we felt that it was wise to — in terms of

an investment of this size — to have a dock that could handle two of those ships and leave the existing dock
in place.”

Alaska is projected to receive larger vessels because bigger liners are now able to transit an expanded

Panama Canal to arrive from the Carribean in the summertime, Binkley said, as well as a response to
consumer demand.

“They like bigger ships, there’s more amenities, more variety of things to do on the ships and it’s also an
economic reason,” he said. “The larger the ship just like with a bus or a car or an airplane, the more
passengers you can get on, the better the economics are.”

The final project wasn’t without other local controversies.

For a quarter-decade the Blessing of the Fleet has been held at a dockside monument maintained by the
Alaska Commercial Fishermen’s Memorial. The group challenged the city’s design in court but its legal

efforts were ultimately unsuccessful.

Memorial President Carl Brodersen said the court fights are over and now the board is focused on trying to

find it a new home.
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Until that time, the blessing ceremony is scheduled to go shead in the midst of the expanded cruise ship

terminal.

It is very hard for the two elements to co-exist and for both to function perfectly for their individual
purposes. I mean we essentially do have an enormous wall of cruise ship in front of the memorial right

now,” Brodersen said. “But the ceremony is over 25 years old — we can’t just stop doing it.”

Standing next to the new floating berths under construction, Assembly member Jesse Kiehl attended a

recent tour to see the progress.
He said the new cruise ship terminal will aid the local economy.

«] really like that we’re replacing this infrastructure for the next 50 years of this piece of Juneau’s
economy,” Kiehl said. “Of course, the added benefit is that Juneau sales tax and property taxpayers aren’t

footing this bill. This is coming from taxes that the industry and the passengers pay for the services that we

provide.”

The first cruise ships are scheduled to arrive on May 1 in Juneau. They are the Nieuw Amsterdam and the

Eurodam, both 935-foot-long, Signature-class vessels operated by Holland America Line.

0

Recent headlines

North Slope oil companies ask lawmakers for stable
tax laws

As House gears up for oil tax fight again, industry weighs in, asking for stability.
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Rust delays ferry Matanuska’s return

The ferry Matanuska will take 10 days longer than expected to return from repairs. The ship was
scheduled to resume service Feb. 10.

More than 70 arrests in North Dakota as pipeline
detractors weigh legal action

Proponents of the Dakota Access Pipeline say final federal permission for the project is ensured. The
Standing Rock Sioux Tribe says the Army must complete an environmental review already underway.

Cumberspme process slows rate for examining sexual
assault kits

A recent legislative audit of the state’s Crime Lab said the facility isn’t meeting its target speed for
processing sexual assault response team kits, which include biological evidence gathered after an
alleged sexual assault. A scientist at the lab explained that the process is complicated.

Related articles
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Assembly approves $29 million for new docks

Another piece of financing for Juneau’s controversial new cruise ship docks on the downtown waterfront is

in place.
August 28, 2012

In "Economy"
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Fishermen's memorial goes to court to stop work on cruise ship docks

It’s the latest attempt by the nonprofit Alaska Commercial Fishermen's Memorial in Juneau to alter or block
the $54 million project.

February 1, 2014

In "Business"

Court rejects fishermen's memorial appeal in Juneau cru%@ibh@dock lawsuit
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Attorneys for the Alaska Commercial Fishermen's Memorial objected to the construction of Juneau's new

cruise ship berth because it could disrupt the annual Blessing of the Fleet ceremony.
September 25, 2015

In "Crime & Courts"
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After delays, Juneau cruise ship berths project can move forward

The Alaska Department of Natural Resources has issued a final decision transferring nearly 18 acres of
submerged tidelands to the city, allowing the $54 million cruise ship dock project to move forward.

January 7, 2014

In "Local Government"
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Are vou curious about Juneau? The history of Alaska’s capital city, its places and its people?
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Ask away — if we choose vour question, you could get the chance to work with a KTOO reporter to satisfy vour

curiosity.
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o General News
s Back
= General News
= EducationEducation covers everything from pre-school to college graduation.

= HealthHealth highlights important news about food, exercise, recalls, vaccines, mental health and lifestyle

= Crime & CourtsCrime and Courts encompasses arrests, investigations, crime and trial news both local and
statewide.

= OutdoorsThe outdoors section focuses on outdoor recreation, gardening, trails and hunting

= Search & Rescuiesearch and Rescue highlights important news about missing persons, search efforts and
rescue operations

= Science & TechScience & Energy highlights news relating to impact studies, climate change, animals,
research, aurora, weather events, alternative energy

o Government

=« Back

= Government

« Local Governmentstories focused on local government issues and meetings

= State GovernmentStories on state government issues, legislation, session

« Feder vernment

= Alaska Nativ ment & Poli

» MilitaryMilitary news and features including issues regarding the Coast Guard, Army and Air Force bases in
Alaska.

= TransportationTransportation covers issues with roads, planes and the ferry system
= Election Coverage
o mnjﬂCommunity highlights community events, social issues, deaths and holiday and memorial observances
= Back
« CommunityCommunity highlights community events, social issues, deaths and holiday and memorial
observances

= Arts & CultureArts and Culture is the section for entertainment news, cultural events, art features, history

pieces, local culture, and museum news
» Alaska Native Arts & CultureAlaska Native Culture focuses on Native art, customs and events
= SportssSports covers local high school, college and community sports leagues
= SpiritSpirit focuses on issues around faith, religion and churches
o EconomyBusiness & Economy highlights newsworthy events in the local and statewide economy.
= Back
= EconomyBusiness & Economy highlights newsworthy events in the local and statewide economy.
= Business
= Energy & Mi
= Pishie
= Tourism
o Regional News
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= Regional News

= Southeast

= Southcentral

= Aleutians

= Western

= North Slope

« Interior

« Nation & WorldNation & World covers important national and global topics of interest to or about Alaskans
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= KTOO date
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Curious Juneau

A Juneau Afternoon

Gardentalk

MudroomsRea! people. real stories. Live, on stage. “Mudrooms” is a community-powered monthly event in Juneau,
where real people tell real stories, live. Anchorage has “Arctic Entries”. In Juneau, we’re just as sophisticated — just a
little muddier. Mudrooms’ creators are Amanda Compton and Alida Bus. Audio production by Marc Wheeler.

E On ity “Focus on Community” is an hour long, public affairs program hosted by different
volunteer, community members each week. The format ranges from in-studio discussions, to live call-ins. Topics
vary from peace initiatives to mental health problems to hotly debated town issues. Any and all community members
are invited to present a show idea and work with us to bring it the air.

Telling Tales with Ms, GEach week, host, Ms.G, reads a selection of writing based around a given theme. Audio of

her show is available the following day here on our website.

Schedules
KTOO News Schedule Exhibit FE
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o KRNN Schedule

o KXLL Schedule
« About

o Donate Now
o Sustaining Membership
o Sponsorship
o Summit Club

« Al : sk
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