
MEMORANDUM   CITY/BOROUGH OF JUNEAU 
         155 South Seward Street, Juneau, Alaska  99801 
 
TO:  Members of the Public DATE: January 21, 2005 
 CBJ Docks & Harbors Board 
 CBJ Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee 
 
FROM: Rorie Watt, Chief CIP Engineer    
 CBJ Engineering Department 
 
RE: Seawalk CIP Update 
 
The recently adopted Long Range Waterfront Plan (LRWP) for the City & Borough of Juneau 
highlights the desire for the construction of a publicly accessible Seawalk. Over the past month, 
CBJ staff has held preliminary discussion with the Assembly Waterfront Planning Development 
Committee to refine the concept. 
 
Attached to this memorandum are various documents regarding the Seawalk.  Included are Project 
Objectives, Design Principles, excerpts from the LRWP and other background information. 
Additionally attached is a broad list of possible Seawalk projects, and proposed project selection 
criteria. 
 
Your comments and opinions are critical to the success of this project.  Please return your 
comments by March 1, 2005.  As planning and design move forward there will be additional 
opportunities to comment on the Seawalk projects. Please either mail (using the attached 
comment sheet) or e-mail your comments to: 
 
Skye Stekoll 
CBJ Engineering 
155 S. Seward St 
Juneau, AK 99801 
Phone: 586-0483 
Fax: 463-2606 
e-mail: skye_stekoll@ci.juneau.ak.us 
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SEAWALK COMMENT SHEET 
 
Please return comments by March 1, 2005.  Submit your comments either by 
mail or e-mail to the following: 
 
Skye Stekoll 
CBJ Engineering 
155 S. Seward St 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 
e-mail: skye_stekoll@ci.juneau.ak.us 
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Seawalk Objectives 
 
 

• Extends from Bridge to Rock Dump, Linking Waterfront to commercial areas 
• Continuous and Unobstructed Public Access.  Contingency plans/access for security 

purposes  
• Continuity of design elements 
• Incorporate open space/parks and access to the water where opportunity exists  
 

Design Principles 
 

• Specific Design elements should include the following:  
 

 Width (goal min. 16’)  
 Amenities designed into Seawalk (Garbage cans, benches, landscaping)  
 Lighting  
 Bullrail  
 View areas  
 ADA Compliant  
 Wayfinding maps  & interpretative signage 
 Public art incorporated   

 
• Construct similar to regional docks (heavy timber construction), use indigenous/native 

materials  
• Celebrate the unique characteristics of sub areas and Acknowledge the cultural and 

historic heritage of the waterfront  
• Provide a variety of public spaces at the Channel’s edge  
• Consider upland construction for portions of Seawalk 
• Consider floating dock for sections of Seawalk  
• Public Design Review for Private Seawalk Development Proposals  
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Seawalk Projects: 
 
A:  New Seawalks 
 

1. Bridge Park – Constructs walk from Harris Harbor to Egan Drive 
2. Subport Walk – Constructs walk through subport properties 
3. Taku Smokeries to South Franklin Dock – Builds walk from Fisherman’s Memorial to 

Miner’s Cove 
4. Rock Dump Walk – Builds walk from South Franklin Dock to AJ Dock 

 
B: Refurbish/Improve Existing Seawalks 
 

1. Egan Drive – Builds Seawalk spacially and/or visually separated from Egan drive 
2. Wharf Walk – Walkway behind Wharf building 
3. Marine Park – Improves walkway constrictions through Park 
4. Steamship Wharf Upgrades – Improves section from Marine Park to North Ferry Dock 
5. North Ferry Dock – Improves connection from North Ferry Dock to Tram Plaza 

 
* Yacht Club to Bridge – Improves walkways through Aurora and Harris Harbors 
(Technically outside of Waterfront Plan) 

 
C: Docking Improvements 
 

1. ADA Gangway/Harbor Equipment 
2. Dock Security Measures 
3. Marine Park Lightering Float 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Seawalk Project Selection Criteria: 
 

1) Creates continuous route from the Bridge to the Rock Dump 
2) Demonstration Project for Waterfront Plan 
3) Time sensitive – Coordinates with Concurrent Development 
4) Willing Property Owners - Public & Private 
5) Public and/or Industry Support 
6) Relieves congestion 
7) Improves safety/ security 
8) Links waterfront to commercial areas 
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MEMORANDUM   CITY/BOROUGH OF JUNEAU 
         155 South Seward Street, Juneau, Alaska  99801 
 
TO:  Stan Ridgeway, Chair DATE: January 3, 2005 
 Waterfront Development Planning Committee 
 
FROM: Rorie Watt, Chief CIP Engineer    
 CBJ Engineering Department 
 
RE: Seawalk CIP Update 
 
Attached to this memorandum are the Seawalk Objectives and Design Principles as discussed at a 
previous Waterfront Development Planning Committee meeting. 
 
Additionally attached is a broad list of possible Seawalk projects, and project selection criteria for 
your review and approval. Generally, we recommend that funds be spent constructing new 
Seawalks prior to using expenditures to upgrade existing walks. Also, while docking improvements 
could improve constrictions or conflicts between Seawalk users and cruise ship activities, we 
recommend that those projects be pursued separately, likely with different funding sources. 
 
These selection criteria illuminate two projects that would build Seawalk from the Fisherman’s 
Memorial to the AJ Dock. 
 
If the Committee concurs with the selection criteria, and the importance of these two projects, City 
staff will contact property owners about proposed access and easements, and prepare preliminary 
design and cost estimates. Additionally, City Staff will schedule Seawalk information, review and 
comment sessions for the Harbor Board, the Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee, and the 
public. 
 
When the information is available (likely less than two months) staff will report back to the 
Committee on public/City Board & Committee comment. Additionally, preliminary cost estimates 
and updated information on the availability of easements through private lands will be presented. 
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MEMORANDUM   CITY/BOROUGH OF JUNEAU 
         155 South Seward Street, Juneau, Alaska  99801 
 
TO:  Stan Ridgeway, Chair DATE: December 13, 2004 
 Waterfront Development Planning Committee 
 
FROM: Rorie Watt, Chief CIP Engineer    
 CBJ Engineering Department 
 
RE: Seawalk CIP Update 
 
This item is on today’s agenda so that the Committee can become sufficiently informed to provide 
direction for the Seawalk Capitol Improvement Project. It is our intent to return to the Committee 
with regular project updates. 
 
The seawalk is a highlight of the recently adopted Long Range Waterfront Plan. From the plan: 
 
“The seawalk is possibly the most important project contemplated under the Waterfront Master 
Plan, and one that was consistently viewed by community participants during the outreach effort 
as a top priority…..The CBJ should take some exciting liberties with the seawalk to truly make it a 
reflection of the community and to offer various programmed elements and feeling along the 
waterfront.” 
 
Towards this end the Assembly appropriated $184,000 of FY05 Marine Passenger Fees into a 
Seawalk project.  
 
Attached to this memorandum are proposed Seawalk Objectives and Design Principles for your 
review and comment. Additionally, we have a few slides of portions of the LRWP and of the 
construction of a portion of seawalk at the new Miner’s Cove Building (under construction).  
 
Staff has prepared an RFP for professional services that will be issued soon. Those services will 
include surveying and cost estimating for possible projects. That information, as well as 
information from easement inquiries will be the basis for a subsequent update to the WDPC. 
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