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Historical Information Submitted By Skip Gray
y are we feeling crabby
about the A-J Mine?

Just for the Halibut.

And the salmon ... sole ... crab ... shrimp ... flounder ... herring
... pollock ... shellfish ... humpback whales ... orcas ... sea lions,
and more than 200 other species of marine life.

Hereg's whyt A proposed new ruie drafied specifically for the A-J mine by the Environmental Frotection

Agency (EPA}! would reverse a long-standing ban on ocean dumping of mine wastes called
tailings, Tailings ave finely crushed rock that is discarded after mining, Often they contain
toxic heavy metzls znd processing chemicals.

The rule change would:
4 allowthe A-J mine to dump 80-100milliontons 4 open the door for fulure or exisiing mines o
of tatlings into the marine waters of Taku Inletand  dump unisldmillions of tons of tailings into marine
Stephens Passage nearthe southend of Gastineau  waters throughout Southeast Alaska. Prince Wii-
Channel {80 million tons is enough to cover 4,000 Ham Sound, Puerto Rico. and possibly Washingion.
acres ten feet deen.; Oregon, and northern California.

The tailings would smother many species of immobiie bortom dwelling planis and animals thart are

part of the food chain, and create long-term or permanent damage to their habitat. Little is known about
how far the tailings discharge wouid spread or what effect it would have on other marine life. Studies are
currently being done o figure out the impacts of the proposed A-J mine, but probably won't be finis
ayear or more. Meanwhile, the EP£ wants the public to comment pow on the change to federai reg:lations,
before the resulis on the A~J are in, I vou think thal's not fair...

ned for

don't just clam wup...
get steamed!

Write to EPA today. Comment deadline is May 13.

Tell “hem: € there is 1oo little information avaiiable about the nossible impacts of ecean dumping of

o manes

mine tailings on marings life.

¢ they should not close the comment period {or the rule change until after the A-J Mins
Supplemental Environmental fmpact Stalement s
have had adsguale time {o review it

astes into our Marine waiers,

spimrrmatiom crwrrasT Alneirevee i
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Sheep Creek

Valley

Juneau, Alaska

ITihe Alaska Junesu Ming proposed by Echo Bay Explora-
tions Inc. becomes a reality, this valley, which lles only 4
miles from downtown Juneau, would be buried in loxic
minetallings to a depth several times the height of the cot-
tonwaood lorest that grows there. The 1ailings would be

There are some people who think that
no price is too great to pay for eco-

depasited, in slurry form, behind a 345 lool dam, creating
a 2.5 mile-long toxic settling “pond™. All forms of local
wildiite would use the pond a5 a8 source of drinking water
and this polluted water would flow info the rich marine
waters of Gastineau Channel,

accidents, over-population, traffic
jams, pollution, high cost of living

nomic development. How
else could someone con-
template sacrificing re-
sources as priceless as
clean air, clean water and
uncrowded spaces alive
with fish and wildlife. The
proposed A-J Mine threat-

“The highest and
best use of Sheep
Creek Valley is for

tailings disposal
Gary Gustafson,
Alaska Dept. of
Matural Resources

and the social problems
these conditions create.
ALASEANSFORJUNEAU
is a group dedicated to
finding economic di-ver-
sificaton that fits in with
our guality of life. We ac-
tively oppose projectsthat

ens even more than that.

It threatens a quality of life that few
cities ean offer....a life relatively free
from the worries of major industrial

do not. With vour help we
can preserve the features of living in
Juneau that we value the most. Join
us Now.

Alaskans for Juneau

Send donations or inquiries io: P.O. Box 22428 Jungau, Alaska 99802
Phone (307} 463-5065



